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THE NOTES TO THE A®TACHD MAP OF SVENTOJTI.

The map has been traced from the 15test prints used by the

1ithuanian national topographic service late in 1939, They

were:

1. One map of 1:100 000, #1100 "Sventoji-Darbénai a reprint
from the german General Staf% map of 1916, with some cor-
rections in the spelling. Here were replaced the german
names of spme locations with the lithuanlian ones.

An other map -of 1:100 000 scale was the entirely revised
sheet of Palanga-Kretinga #1200, all in lithuanian spelling
and more essential changes,

The way in which the tracing was made, was thls one: 1The two

here mentioned sheets were matched together a nd photographied

2, After that a enlargement was made to the size applied in

the tracing.

It should be stressed that the most valuable material is put

in the upper part of the map., The lower part 1is less important

Unless the upper part of the map was overdated, it was used .

by the lithuanian topographic service and army, because resur-

veying and redrawing of this portion of the country was not

completed due to the brocken out of theworld war II.

Surelly, since 1916 there were some changes in the topography,

especially of the structure of the populated'?Ziiis of thi{fs

area. S0, since this area was incorporated in 1920 into terrri-
tory of Lithuanian republic, the land reform made changes

in the map, because large farming estates like Butinge, Kaul-

gramiiai) were partitioned ad many small farming steads pppe-

ared on the map.

The number of new settlements increased arahd the peasant villages
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also, due of natural population increament(1l% annually).

Bet the most important changes occured in this period around the
inlet of Eventoji river, where was going to build the fishery

port in S;entoji.?f%%)road net suffered essential changes, one
pretty dispersed village arouse, channel dug out ,a system STAT

of breakwatters errected ect.

- It should be s aid that the ditch net of both portion of the
map should be more dense, because &f new diggings applied
after 1920.(pitty swamps and meadows around Sventoji).

The gamm contour lines in the upper part of Ehe map are given
in whole russian sazhen's, which contain 2.1 metres or 6.9
feet. ‘“N-‘j
Izobatic contours are given in thejupper part, because thexre we-

re ey available.fhlal.

The narrow gauge rail road , shown in the map is reconstructed

from the german general staff map 1:300 000, 1944
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PART I, NATURAL CONDITTIOTNS.
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. I.THE NAME OF SVENTOJI
A
Svento}j(spell‘ﬂ ogp Shventoee) means in b.ithuanian- "A Holy one"
ﬂ@m Nmnerous lithuanian lakes, rivers and creeks st wbap

his ot na es wil
da.f A +BETRY Same name ., the religious prac-
1op% qeflied
. tices of old pagan lithuanians and Curonians,, a& Mﬂ‘

, the aree LCeS were fbecuisst
(n %ctma me Q(Q,dlhﬂm got thé{s name /{of the fact that_there bhes

werg faprised af il /.%4
xe-been bhaptised lLithuanian pagans bvescgrfs%!?aﬁﬂs
‘The (Germans W the river "Heiligen Aa" and % Sowels

#60 bl e cankShventoss Baltiiskaya'.

THE GEOBRAPHIC SIPUARION OF SVENTOJI.
Lf N < 56° oz *)

8
& E = 21° 04
: | ocated .
. Theport of Svm Yoketodt in the outlet of Sventoji river,

which flows from N and around the outlet-NE

The high latitude of Sventoji Grings abel’ Lrgln

‘2 ~.- (Rl

periods tongeriss—at gor—tatittudes, This helps &k
vegetation to compensat%ﬁe shortness of the vegetation pe-
riod (170-200days).

#) Jonas Simolilnas. Sventosios uostas 1933, pg. 189

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9



[ ‘ \ ‘
Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9
-7-

i : ' .
Activitgy March 18 th. iJune 23 rd ;September 251'% December 23r(
of - 5
‘ Location éun ‘ | ; i |
‘ Time  DaylightTime DaylightTime DaylightTime Daylight

i v \

= e

sunri se| 6-09 3=-28 . 5-49 8=-26
Vilniug:#) ’
duration 11-58 17-07 12-08 6-56
(Wilno)
about sunset | 6-07 ' 8-35 557 3-52’
54%45 '
‘ SHXEX ¥ March |21st June 231 st Septemper 23 prd Decenpper22n
XXX ’
Chi le .
C8898unri sd6-02 4-29 5=48 7-20
Illo .
about |duratidn 12-11 15-05 12-08 9-16
41°%45%
sunset | 6=-13 7-34 5-56 4-36

%) Villenskii |kalendan 1904,

.
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‘ S j © June 23
‘ In Birjai (56° 15 N) and in Sventoji (56" OZ N) around

pdo~the daylight lasts even ionger than in Vilniusa and when

nathey , a 5/{#7‘
the weather is fair there is practiﬁaﬂy no night, whichsusti

‘ The latifiude of the Sventoji is
r te., In
peninsula of Labrador, wrslhy 1ts typlcal subarctic ®lima

5" ' wheat
Lithuania}@ climate /%Qderate, allowing te® greve Ahers ned P

agpo b , This la e BB )
sugar be@t and other valuable Wwbﬂ/&ﬂ'se @f| positive 1in
fluence of %Mf%and & favorable movement@ of air

masses fro /IAtlantic over the continent.

folans Loty anty oflon 06lls 4 bt Xl i O il e,
ewsodiicefentla RsOiB oh sdrvicc e pSMarlkighk .

STATLS
‘ 3. ADMINISTATIVE  R&E2¥ON OF SVENTOJI,

Befor war I, the village of Sventoji, located around the in-

let of the Sventoji river, Wl’? km long snéd-—few—lm—wide

stripg of %siltiq shore belonged to the ARussian zarist goevern=-
Cuyronia

ment of R go?verned under specialguronian laws, which

werebised on €ge German mﬁ@e h& the paste. 2T becusme a
: 1Thwatica /P 19217,
ngwm.wlgﬁ 1t was located in

the township of Palanga, in the county of Kretinga. At present
Sventoji is located in the region of Kretinga. 3¢)

2 @ortse Sventoji 1is located 40

7 /
km north of Klaipeda and GB&uth of sew port @% Liepaya .

%) J. $imolilnas, pg. 129, Technika 1933,

##) Sovetskaya Litva 222, 1952
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4, THE GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF THE SVENTOJI AREA,
. supposingl . y
T Vulcanic ¥stal rock| is burried deep under tB&.
Jdsin

{2 Al

glacial Sebpnsh-about 800-900 metres deep o The deepest boring

oven made in this area was up to 400 metres deeps)

‘ §edimenrmations & coveriag vulcanic rock are generally
horizontalj %M here, in the western part of the country it gﬁw

Thise I‘ormations contain various types of of minera-
Lng,

'& sl~

lizpr materialy XBe ¥

The glacigfs brekoh

whieh—weas—the gscandinavian granit and gneis.é; product of m %

mechanical and chemical .d&s—'bﬁi@%%@ﬁ of@ mﬁ&ﬁs mainly/jloam%th

eratic blocks and stones of various sizes. The glacial separa-

tions on the uplands of the 4country are 200-250 metres thick, but
. on the Baltic shores é;.md enerallyk indwestern portions of the low-

landy I vige e - @@ﬂz@,@,@@n the area of Sven-

tojl the gak glacial %h is about 80 m. thick.

The deepest miX well borings made before warl in Palanga (12 km,

south of Sventoji) at &5 1evel 5 m. Wseaiﬂ level showsm

following" composition;

!

[19.0,€.5".1
@0 = 1,8 m, $and and gumel
é>1.8-79.5 " ﬂi@luvial B&-bbﬁh a@-@k&%&f glacial@% %
m&ime“‘stone material,

‘ )79 3 - 180,0 @reasy redlsh limedstone,

&) 180,0- 2000 Redid.sh sandy dedemibic lim&_}stone with shells.

s} Lietuva II. 1953, #4,pg 101.

. s3t) Bieliukas K, Sovetskaya Litva, 1955, pg 13-21.
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@9200.0-205.0 Me Regésh sandy dolomitic limgjgtone with shell%
£) 205 ,0-215 .0 Samef/ duss with remnants of shells.

205,0-229 .0 Pale reégsh sandy dolomitic 1imé“stone with shells.

/6 Shety .. e
ﬁﬁggs more simplified scheme of this boring é %’ J. Simolitinas

A \ #4% Adésfh&ﬂ&m,a
in his book about Sventojis*) and o dsd 2 ¥

%nd

The construction 6f the botto ¢ sea in the shore

regibn at Sventoji, made in 1922-1925 to study the. bottom for

the errection of the breakwaters,(drawi£§1ené§§% reg 11 EEmsX

and on €4 pg'?}ﬁﬂéb, show a degégled ?;?struction up to the
depth of 14 metres (land) and ‘205 m e into the seg.
1l boring
+ 1,50 to - 1,50 pally gray sand
= 1.50 " =3,50 gray sand
3450 # =4,50 pally gray sénd

4,50 ¥ « 8,50 gray hard clay.

2 boring
4 0,20 to =2,0 gray sand

-2.,0 " -4,60 fine gray sand with some alloy of gray clay
- 4,60 " =14,0 fine gray sand

boring
0.5 to - 0.5 medium yellow sand
0.5 " ~4,5 fine gray sand

4,5 " - 8,5 medium blackish gray sand

#)J. Simoliunas Technika 1933, pg 223 and Pr, Jodele. Geologiniai
tyrind jimai 1922, pg 56 and 57.
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C. Cross Secliorn rre Ahe Solbo cowosial
b0 o s Sprenfa,r (/9E5) sHhoming borrsrg
resu’its wseo For the corisrructiorn of Fhe
MOrFfrerr woterbreak.

Source: Tecrirrrko /933, pg LE5 S26

2‘T.YPICAL BORINGS ON THE LITHUANIAN BALTIC
SHORE

|
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4 boring
$ 0,20 to ¢ 0,80 gray sand
0.8 " = 0,80 fine gray sand
5 boring
+ 2.0 to O
o " - 4.0 { gray sand
- 4,0 "= 5,0 gray sand with some gray clay
- 5,0 "= 840 gray hard xam# clay with stones
6 boring
+ 4.0 to - 2.8 gray sand
- 2,8 " - 4,8 sandy loam
- 4,8 " = 643 | gray sand
- 6,3 " =9.8 hard gray clay with stones
7 Dboring
$ 0.2 to-2.0  yellow sand
- 2,0 " =8,5 fine gray sand

A,B and C borings:

O to = 8.5 gravelly sand,

In short, everewhere around the outlet of the éventoji river, where
the fishery port was proposed and constructed: the upper lyers

of the sdil(3-6 m thick) are constructed of sands and gravels. The

lyers below consist 4f clay, good enough for haevy constructions.¥)

#) J. Simolilnas. Technika 1933 , pg 227.
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Generally the lyers of sand and gravel located over the compact
masses of clay %% are thicker at Sventoji and thinner going south-
and eastwards from Sventoji. Thus”the clay groung{appears at the
earth surface allre;dy in Palanga (12 ¥m, south)on the waterline
of the shbre, covered with some driftind sand. The clay lyers
appears at the surfgce going eastwards in the area of farming esta
te of Zelvial kmxkha and eastwards of Butinge in the coastal dis-
playinés of the Eventoji riveri), » ‘
The surface as much of the continet as of sea bottom is covered

with the sand and gravel,

5, THE BOTTOM OF THE BALTIC SEA.

The coastal zone surrounding Sventoji fishery port was

studled by the danish fishery biologist Dr. Blegvad in 1928.%%)
He zonded and studyied the sea bottom around Sventoji and Palanga

as far as 30 sea miles (54 lm.) He found that:
1. The hard sandy cover of the bottom goes from the shore line

to the depth of 20 metres, which 1s located 3,5 km. from the

shore line, (se map on the pg. 2)
2 Gravely and stony bottom% beginns at depth of 15-50 m.

Sy

The soft sand bottom takes placesinbetween this zone seme—pia-

¢S . .
3 %MK Same soft sand bottom appears at the depth of 20 to 40 metres

, about 14 sea miles west of the shore line. |
4, The areas of 40_and more metres depth consist of clay.
The fipst here described zone Xz of bottom is destinguished by

the presence of bigger rocks, which in soﬁe places are visible

«)Technika 1933 ,pg 86, 179. %) I. Konfius. Palangos kraitasl927
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over the water surface. The biggest observed by the author was
Ebout 50 cubic feet (above the bottom line), the most of them are
much smaller. They all are scattered over the bottom and never

are concentrated on a certain spot. #+) The location of the stones
1s well ¥nown to the native fishermen, who very rarely suffer
crashes on them.

The drift sand, driven by the watre in the coastal zone, up to
depth of 12 sometimes 15 metresf) is fine sand mostly 0.25 mm.
in diameter.When sea is wavy, especially by thei%g winds, there

is drifted mxmmxmmarmmxgravel also. The NW winds bring mostly
coarse gravel.

The drift sand is a trouble maker for all eastern coast ports of
the Baltic sea. In a period of 1930 to 1940 in the area around
ventoji there was drifted and sedimented 3 to 5 metres high

éf sand-‘f‘fi-). Therefore the previous shore line , shown on the

0ld maps, does not fit now and should be thought moved far away
seawards.

The shapé of the bottom surface around Sventojl =xksmi# is thx

continuously declining toward sea.

Accordlng to the testimony of expirienced native fishermen

of Palangasi=s#i) the construction of the sea bottom in this
reglon is as follows: ‘

1. From the shore line to the depth of 25-35 metres, which are

located as far as 20 km from the shore 1ine, extends a bottom

%) .
Good picture of the Baltic shore with the stones is put in the

Lietuviy Enciklopedi ja, Boston, Mass., Vol 10-1956, pg 109.

% )Information of the author R #) I. Konlus. Palangos Kr. pel0t

w)K. Bleliukas. X#¥ Litdvskaya BSR.1955.
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with a plenty of rocks and stones.,

Farther, past this zone of bottom, beginns a 2 km wide strip
of sandy bottom,

Further westwards again a stony bottom 10 km wide,

Again some ahalf of km., sandy bottom,

Past this zone beginns at depth of 60-70 m, stony bottom

The limits of this strip are to the fishermen unknown.

THE SHAPE OF THE CONTINENTAL SURFACE.

Generally the surface beginning from the shore line to the’
east is destinguished by the changing of some elevated stripes
and depressions, running N%S, The Cross section on the page 16 he-
re shows the successiveness of that elevated and depreésed stri-
pes.
The first remerkable elevated area, which runs N-S is the a
narrow strip of +the sea beach and sand dunes, followin g it.
The second stripe is the narrow strip of the arable plain.
Farther eastward from N to S. extends the strip of a depression
(about 1 km. wide) which bears the swamps #ZRR, swampy meadows
and pastures,
The second elevated area ‘bears the most of arable fdelds and
most of populated locations.
After this strip extends again a depression N-S, the walley 6f
the river of éventoji and Dubra, which both run the same direction
s parallel to“the Baltic coast.
After this depression beginns the slightly hilly area, covered

chiefly with the pine foerst , interrupted by the some arable

areas
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‘%. DESCRIPTION OF THE INDIVIDUAL STRIPES,

a., The beach (see pict. pg. 18)

The beach along the lithuanian Baltic coast im a narrow one

and is 3 to 20 m. wide., )

The most narrow beach borders the Baltic coastxmmkkl north of
§ventoji. There it 1s on some places 3 to 5 metres wide.

fhe widest beach is located around the inlet of éventoji river,
On the map (pg 2 here) the inland limits of the geach coincide
with the contour line of 2,1 m. or 6.9 feet. |

At narrow places the slope iséiiéﬂ, at wide ones iéé;.aﬁzﬁx%n
=20, : :

The soil of the beach is formed by the fine sand with a narrow
border of the gravel on the shore line. This stripe is 1-2 meﬁres

wide and gravel is 2-3mm in diameter. The gravel is penetrated

'
tru with the water mnd is prett mi?f,. South of the Syentoji
v of 85 At
around of Palanga, clay lyers make the k=swh uriderground, which

le covered with some sea sand, ?ere the beach is hard one, 3¢)
The wet &nd miry gravel strip in the area around éventoji
doesn't hurt the landing of the fisher boats. or to gish with

a pulliné net from the shore.

The border stripe of the beach with the sand dunes,if wet weather,
is good to walk, 1f dry - miry and habd to walk.

Usually in stormy weather the waves reach the sand dunes not only
on the narrow stripes of the beach, but even on the wide dnes.

The sand forming beach and dunes is a fine one-0.25 m, in dia.

#)I. Kondius. Palangos kraﬁbtas 1926 , pg. 21.

ww )Same ,
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. Typical beach life in summer south of the

éventoji, 1939

e o
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1t 1s white with some yellowish tune. It consists chiefly of
quartz with some dark corns of basic minerals. At storm the flying
sand hurts face and the hands,

The beach is used for the purpose% of direct fishery (from the
beach) as it was custom since anc@ent times, and in the area
around port of éventoji for the bath, late in summer.

The organic dri%t conegits of sea grass., The grass is abundant just
in autumn, when stormy SW winds use to blow.

The dead fish drift is pretty abundant,but is always cleaned by
the sea birds (seagulls). |

The best and the widest beach is located about 6 km (4 miles)
south of Sventoji. It is about 50m, wide, 1s hard and used for

. A )
fisher boat landing, making Valgoms of Paliepgiriai

b. Sand dunes.

The strip of the sand dunes extends N-S along the Baltic coast.

The width of the sand dune strip varried from 100 m. to 1000 m.

The widest strip, abput 1000 m. ist located around the inlet of
éventoji. %)+ The average width is 250 m. North of éventoji there
are sand dune stripes as wide as 200 m, i

The hight of them varied considerably. Thus north of the éventoji
they are the highest and south of Renke(see map on pg 2),£heir
highest point is 9.7 metres, The average hight is 6-7 m. Generally
where the sand dune straip is wide, the hight is low, and reversed.
Around the éventoﬁi the sand dunes are most deformed and m=Xim.
plain. Here“in stormy weather sometimes the water is able to .
cross the dunes and make big damages for the inner port ;iggft%

especially by the stormy SW winds in autumg. .
%) Valgoms means 1in kuronian -beadhf w3 ) 1 .Konc

Tus, 1926, pgll
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The sand dunes strip consists of few or many mamoiyx sandy waves

(see pict pgel) Their slope to the beach is pretty stip 2-2.5:1
The sand dune sand is same as on the beach (see pg 17) It is easy
carried by the wind if it 1is dry.
The dunes are scarcely covered with special dunes vegetation: grasses
of Elymus arenarium and Amophilia arenaria (see pict.'pg 21)

which were tried to seed here since the beginn of last century.

L
Between the dunes, where %o depressions mr® have most of m?éture 9

sodding is pretty solid and firm, but the tops of the dunes are
mostky bold ones and in dry weather there always smokes the carried
sand. At least is grown up with grasses and bushes the northern
dunes. Those areas were always the troble child of all gouvernments.,
Some 45 hectars (about 100 acres) were palnted and seeded around
Sventoji in 1925-1940 ., It was bushes of willow ,of low pine and
;eeds of mmax sand dunes grasses. The large areas of scotch pine
plantings (good results) were maid in that time north of Palanga.
Now, in soviet Lithuania, the same troublgcc$§§h the planting of
dunes REEMR

There are some cross~-depressions thru the dunes, which are used

as roads to the beaches. Those roads are bad, sandy, noﬁ reinfor-
ced with clay or crushed stone.=Fhey are hard to pass. at those
roads usualy were the posts of the border guard. Such ones roads
are avallable at every one village. They are not numerous., Usually
the roads connect the landing places of the fisher boats(valgoms)
with phe evbrresponding villages,

The vegetation cover of the dunes is farp of complicy. The sand ,
carried from the tops and disposed spots of the dunes, moves con=-
tinuously landwards, and covers the swampy area as much as arable

plains.,
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7. Pasmo.wydmy nadbrzeznej z Ammophila arenaria.
Chaine de dunes sur le cote avec Ammophila arenaria.

Typical sand dunes south of Sventoji (Photo
Hryniewiecki %8%31912), |
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. Inbetween of the dunes, in their depressions mostly, akre
located small wooden blockhauses of very poor fishermen.

(see map: Torben, Renke, Sibas, Skeriski).

On the most elevated dunes theré were always the lumber made sma Il

K

‘ shanties of the stal guard.

¢. The skyline of the Sventoji is a wavy chain of half boldy
sand dunes with a Wood;n constructions of waterbreacks and Sew

wooden blockhouses in the port of Sventoji. Farther the chain of

white stucco covered two story cotteges and the comb of the pine

forests on the horizon.

d. The peat bogs (swamps).(see typical peat bog south of Sventoji
. pPg. 23 hereQ and pict on the pg 25 )

With some exceptions (around Lupeiki and around éventoji) the
inner borders of the sand dunes touch the N=8 rur‘; depression
-the peat bog swamps. The depressions are not deep. The deepest
point of them is 4.5 metres(south of éventoji(see pg 23). but the
average depth is about 2 metres.-x-)Ever; this lowest point of the
depression is some elevated over the sea level and is fed by the
fresh water and formed by the continental vegetations(fresh water

ey (S

vegetations), The depression at :a:fm edges is shallow and con-
‘ tinuously get deeper to the center of it. Thus the central portions

are the deepest,.one.

The peat is black one. Among the amorphe mass of the ripe peat

there -are visible rests of the not mlniralised tlssues of the

. swamp vegetation.(reed grass, sedge some willow branches also)

O FHNoncius « V. Ruokis. Pal arges wraslas +f
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¢. THE DEPTH OF THE PEAT BOG OF MONGISKE
VILLAGE (SOUTH OF SVENTOJI)
Vertical (2 65'
Scales: Horizontal (% l'420'=I/3 Mile

. 1.Konkius and V. Ruokis.Palangos krastas.1926.
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It stinks for Hgs. The peét mass contains very high percentage of
mineral stuffs, because of sand blew ih by the wind from the sand
dunes. In northern portion of the depression the ash stuff percen-
tage is as high as 4,11%% and around Palanga even 22.07 %% %)

On many some elevated pakx places of the depression are growing
bushes and trees of willows and black alder, sca ttered over all
depre551on 'in groups, stripes and islands. They are not dense,
because are steadily ﬁsed as fuel wood ,by the native populationg

The depressions since ancient times were very moist and useless.-

It was going to drain the water by the mean of open #rm ditches.
Especially after world war I was going to increase the number of

the ditches and in 1940 there was a very dense net of them. As

. r
result-the pupulation, as a rule poofsﬁe, has gained large areas

which were cultivated to meadows, pastures, in some causes even
veg table gardens.

Neverless the depressed situation of the location caused usualy
extended fl as, in which the storm water from the sea ;iz:§£ed
the level of the Sventoji river (which is on the game level with
the sea up_te the farmingvestate of Bwtinge)and floods used %o
cover large areas of swampy depression and even the lower parts
of the arable plains. For this time the coast of Eﬁltic was long
time unpassable.

The water, containing jin this swampy depression is of brown color

and used usualy only by the cattle for drink.

#)I. KOndius. Palangos krastas, 1926, pg. 97.
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i ' R 25. Bagno za pasem wydm 6 Klm. od Polagi. jl
! I‘ Marécage derritre une chaine de dunes a 6 kim. de Polonga. :h

~" The peat bog neat Smentoji(Hryniewiecki) 1913,
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The pesit bogs, their surrounding meadows, pastures are marshy,

boggy andiﬁard to pas with haevy equipment, especially at the most
S$pots
moist . The crossing of that areas is seriously hindered

by the dense net of 1.0 to 2.0 m, wide ditches. and ﬂ/)ﬂ”dvﬁf’ﬂ/{:’fﬂﬁ
[

The bottom of all tiese depressioned areas is chiefly loamy, ce-

mented by the natural cements (organic accides and ferro oxydes)

e. The arable sandy plains. (pict. on the pg. 27 here)
‘Right behind of the sand dunes around ILupeiki, Rutein, Sibas

and éventoji(see the map on pg. 2) there is a small arable plain
area: which with the considerably larger arable area behind

the peat bog stripe(between Windiki and Paliepgiriai) makes the

. : pobtion

ground for most of populated zxma of the area.
The soil everewhere here is sahdy and very poor. It is mostly

sand soil , formed by the sand dunes sand, brought by the wind.

It is steril and not fertile. Under the sand lyer is located either
loam or clay, which keep the gfound water good and keep the sand
soll pretty mmkx moist, specially in the holes and depressions.
The average distance to the clay or loam lyers is 1.80 m, The

clay and loam layer is here about 80 m. thick,

On this plains wing current made many‘holes or depressioﬁg 335 m,
deep and from 2 to 20 m. in diameter., The widest are the deepest also.
Slopes of that holes are rounded up. The bottom of them 1is usually
darker as the top and much moister, because of the nearness of the
ground water.

Thiese holes are grown up with the bushes of willows, junipers

and with the trees of black alder, scotch pine and some spruces.

They are pretty dense unless they are cut intensivelly by the

native populations as fuel wood. The soil couer consists of some
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15. Piaszczysta réwnina utrwalona przez tra
widluz brzegow strumyka rozwija sie bujn

Plaine sabloneuse fixée par la Festuca rubra
vertes par un tapis d'autres herbe

. var. arenaria czeSciowo Festuca ovina; jedynie
h traw i roslin wodnych przybrzeznych.
Festuca ovina; rives du ruisseau cou-

we Festuca rubre
iejsza darn zlozona z innyc
v. arenaria, c¢n partie par la
s et de plantes aquatiques.

Typical arable plain, south of Sventoji
(Hryniewiecki) 1912,
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reed and sedge grasses,Thiese holes sharply destinguish among the
monoton , wavy and sandy fields. Than and there are available smmall
wooden blockhouse type houses and necessary farming structures of
native peasants. The picture is monoton, poor and not attractive.

The lowest and most poorely drained area of thaﬁ plain is located
around Sventoji port itself.

The sanéy soil is extremely poor. It contains 82 %% of colorless
quartz corns, 4%% of yellowish quartzit, 11%% of greenish quartzit
and 3%% of dark granit corns. |

Unless the sand blown in from the dunes 1s of marine origin, the

soil is not sour because the salinity of the Baltic sea at this

point is very low =-about 1%%.The sand is washed out, is steril and
bad for valuable agricultural p;;ntings. There are just little ==
soil colloids in there. The artificial fertilizer, manure and marie
grass(see below) put in the soil imprové it some way. Thexg are cul-
tivated :rye, oat, potaoes. In vegetable gardens: kx red beats, ca-
bage, carotts, some redish and other ordinary plants. They grow urr
der haevy fertilizing. The farming in the stripe about 5 km land-

ward was applied as support for fishery as main proffesion, The real

farmers are to find ughind of that distance from the shore .

f. The forests.

Going from the sea shore eastward, the arble plain rises continuou-
osly. Nevertless the drainage even on the most elevated points is
poor, because the loam and clay lyers are near the surface and the
ground water level and therefore this area is sutable to grow fo-

rests, which are perfect water drainers. Thus behind the highway
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Liepaya(Latvia) - Klaipeda (Sov. Lithuania)see map pg 2 ) are
spreading the pine forests,

Thiese pine forest are cl)f two types: [»@& P% 33)

1 Fresh pine forests on deep and fresh sandy soil on most elevae-
ted locations are grown with pine (Pinus sylvestris), which grows
here in an age of 100 years 20-25 m, high, about 30 cm in the breast
hight, forming pretty wide crown an much haevy branches. In the ripe
stands of this type there grows much junipers (Juniperus wommunis)
and the stand of pine is thin. The soil is covered between trunks
of pines and bushes of junipers with the densy grass cover of sedges
Normally the young stags of this type of pine forests are dense

But practically they are not dense enough and are inberrupted by

grassy holes and new plantings of pine. The branches of the young

MMJMMM%'

trees are located almost to the erth surfage an iéz?bility here is

Lhier ed
more as apoor one,i)The mesb i

30 years old , with the high of 12-15 metres, and a average thide
ness of 12=15 cm, There is no undergrowth and the visbility is good

one., There usually is no grass also. All this forests are very vulne-
rable,because of the forest fire danger.

In the depressionhs grows an other type of moist pine forests which

is descibed below,

2. The mbist pine forests are growing here in the depressions among
the foerest type described above, The soil is moist, marshy, and
pitty. In some places is continuously standig water, surrounded by
the reed and.sedge grasses., There are growing among some pine trees
the black alder, birch and willows also, occaéionally is growing

spruce and on the minerally heaps between water surface, grow the

bushes &f the sprout black alder. Much red and sedge grases in the
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. aged stands of this type (pies

Bere), Visibility
poor one.
The young stands of this type are very densy forming a mixture of
various trees and bushes(picture is avéilable in the attached here
‘ lithuanian magazine "Technika" 3?.3165358: 52'9148. ) Visibility very poor.
The forests of this type is hard to pass and in the rainy ﬁerion
tnpossible even.to do so.
The growth of the type is poor and far behind of the fresh pine

fprests.
The all thies forests are divided in the forest guardifjunits of

300-550 hectars and guarded by the forest guard. One forest guard
stead is located east of the farming estate of Butinge (see map.
pg. 2) amd an other is living in Laukéeme; third one in Paliepgi-

. rial.

Each forest guarding unit of SOOqSBO hectars is divided into squa-
meast &2 .
res 50~100 hectar527m4¢h the natural roads or special cut &anes.
The lanes and the roads are kept off of grass and this is the duty
of nowadays forest guard.:) Especially those types of forests
are vulnerable by the foerst fires and therefore they should be
specially sharply guarded, especially in summer., at dry weather.
The lanes and the regular roads are 3-4 m wide. They are clea-
ned from undergrowth and evesﬂthing edse,

The most of lanespre used as roads, especially in winter,

The lanes is the spot, where the forest guard counts the game

3t) Mﬁsq Girios #5, 1957, Vilnius.
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2. Las sosnowy pod wzgdérzem Biruta, gdzie znaleziono Linnaea borcalis
Forét de pins sur la colline Biruta, station de Linnaea borealis. |

PR s 3

ripes{resh south
?' The type of the)metst pine forést eess of Sventoji

(Hryniewiecki 1912)
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evidence 1n his wrdt after new snow or long period of rain.[fwim4$)
Unless the latest sourcess) describe the forests around Sventoji as
of 80 gears old (almost ripe ones to be cut for wood proéuction),
they supposea to be overcut skrongly as they overcut in all Soviet
Lithuania. Especially this area %as and is very poor on forests
with the high demand on fuel and construction stuff. They should
be chiefly young stands, dense mnd hard to pass thru,
§enerally the picture of the all lithuanian forests is mosaic
one. This means, that there are no large area of an even age of the
individual formations._The ripe stand alternate with the middle aged,
with young stands and with the large stripes of new seedingd and
plantings. To get a picture in this item is shown here(pg 33)
the situation of the one forest in the western Lithuania 1930,
About this shape had to have the forest around Sventoji also.
lThere are indications that the forest along shores of Baltic sea

are managed under millitary management.

EXXRkx®xrEXX g. Rivers,

b U:7:9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.¢ .

The main stream of the area is Sventojil#¢It is 62.5 km long and
-~ -

flows from the Zalgiris Forst, located between Mosddis and Grud-

laukis (see map east of Sventoji)The upper portion of Sventoji

village of “

flows west. till it meets the its tributary Lukng. Here Svento ji
turns south west. In the its length up fopButinge it makes the bor-

der between Latvian and Lithuanain soviet republics, Than on the wway

to the Baltic gea it makes few loops(meanders).The total declinatiom

#*) The informations put below are taken from the letter to the autho¢g~
from lithuanian prof, St. Kolupaila, now beaching in the University

of Notre Pame in South Bend, Ind., He is an expert in lithuanian

hydrology.
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of it is 46 m. In the upper part of its bed on the length of 17.5

km. the declination is as high as 25 m,,or 0.001433below Lukne

the mean declination is 0.000565, and below farming estate of Bu-

tinge it drops to jero.

The bassin of the Sventoji k=m(area inéluded between watersheds

of neighbor rivers; is as follows: in square kilometers:

The name of Area of the Bassin of krihmkaximxz Between

tributaries: bassin up to tributaries Total bassin tributaries
the named tri- area withtho-

butaries se of tributa-
ries

Lukné 89 121
ZAgupis 137 169
Juodupis 193 245
Kulse 259 294
Darba 329 ' 457
Sea(inlet) 513

The main debit in  cubic metres per one second of Sventoji:
Name of tribu- Up to the tributa- With ributaries
taries ries

Luknd 1.0

Zagupis 1.5

Euodupis 2.0

KulSe 2.8

Darba 3.5

Sea 52

The main hydromodul 10,15 litres per one second from the one squa-
re kilometer. |

The maximal debit 110 and the minimal one 0.6 cub, metres per one

second,
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Sventoji flows in a slightly wave line in a glacier valley.

it is fast flowing and has many stony rapids; The mean width of the
stream is 15-25 m., The depth 0¢5-1.0 m.

The lower part of the Sventoji flows'émong the dilluvial sands.
During the often storm;, the inlet of4éventoji usually 1is blocked
by the sand banks. The water level in gventoji thére rises and
after few days cuts the new bed-an outiet to the sea.

The width of the m lower part of the Sventoji-its outlet- between
Siba Loop(the loop closest to phe seas is up to 150 m, and here
is close to the 2.0 m. of depth, ‘

The bottom of the Sventoji in its upper part is sandy and—iﬁ the
lower one-muddy.(bélow Butinge farming estate)

The bamks of the river are stip and 1 to 3 m high.They are grown
up with the Dblack aldefs(Alnus glutinosa) and willow bushesi)
The banks of the river in its lower part, below Buting® estave,
are lower and also gfown up with the éame trees and bushes .

The muddy bottom and comparatively low velocity of the water in
this part of river is allowing to grdw to the stands of the

rush grasses(Scirpus lacustris).

During the stormy weather when the wind is blowing from the sea,
the sea watér pours into §ventoji river, its level rises consi-
derably and the water oveffloods the wide areas of the peat bogs
and even fields, situated around village of Sventojie.

Since 1923 t1i11 1924 worked a water stand reglstration station

( decenbexn
in Butinge farming estate. Since 19251t works in the port of Sven-

toji. .
) see pictures in the Technika (attached here) 1933 . pg 173 &174
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tojiFishery Port(l km from the sea, )

In early thirties Sventoji river was drained « Its Sibas Loop
(seer map pg.j0l ) was conmnected directly with the sea. 700m (or
nearly 2300 feet) north of itg previously inlet to the Baltic
sea. The new bed (channel) was dug out 60 m, wide and 1.0-1.5 m
deep. *®)

The extreme outlet of the new bed was sub ject to be blocked by
the sand banks during the storms, especially from the SW,., Latter
on the direction of the new bed was directed not perpendicular
to the shore but in the northern direction, as it is the cause
in the naturaly forming outlets of the Baltic rivers (eastern),

In orfler to keep the Flshery harbour off of the ice, there was

build 1a€ér(§’&am(82 m. long)and lock(1l2 m, long). The river bed

below dam and lock was excavated, quﬁﬁs were built and exit

gates (inner ang outer) constructed, (see below) «

The often rains and stbrms(especially in autumn) make the level
of the lower part or Sventoji river very changeable.Thus in the
period of 1926 to the 1950-) the water level in the outlet of
Sventoji river , compared with the sesn level of Sventoji (also

of Liepaya(Latvia) and Kronstadt (SSSR)) as follows:

*) Technika 1933, pg 294,203 , 283,299,235
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. Month Maximal Medium minimal

January p# 0.750 + 0,262 + 0.040
Februaryr 0.438 +0.162 : - 0,060
Mapch 0.620 $0.082 -0.164

April ¥ 0.572 # 0,113 | -0.132
May + 0.414 40,145 -0.048
June |+ 0.448 . 40.238 10,048
July |+ 0.732 40,324 40,136
August |40 .660 40,356 0,152
Sept. |+ 0.738 +0.352 $0.072
Oct. |$1.058 40.425 40.140
Nov . + 0,966 4$0.461 #0.126

Dec. + 0,662 40,268 40,034

Averagel $0.,672 40,266 40,089

The individual highest maximum was in this period noted on Octo-
ber 29 th, 1927 ,it was 4 1.75 m,

According to the information of prof. St. Kolupaila, (1957) the maxi-
mal level of Sventoji 1927-1931 was 4 1, 45 m. , minimal one -0.20

and a mean one ¥+ 0.36 m

ngg_gumm?r
The most of flods occure here chiefly in autumn,!/ not in spring,

RAXEXXZxmR¥makx as the other lithuanian river do.

The color of the water of Sventoji river is slightly brownish. It

is easy to observe on the shallow sandy banks of its bottom. The

color comes from the peaty swamps, which the river crosses.
The test of the water has no special marks. It is moreever clean
» transparent and good for drinkink purposes; even for people.

The water here is more clear and healthier compared with the
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water used from the local wedls(see chapter "Drainage") .Especia-

1lly if water from §ventoji river is boiled, it is good for drin-

king.

The temperature of the water follows the temperature of the air,

delaying considerably . As the other lithuanian rivers it obtains

60-62 °F in late summer. (see chapter about Tempereture below)w)
Darba, the left tributary of the Sventoji river is 28 km

long*). Thé most elevated point is 26 ﬁ above the sea level.The

declination 1s 105 cm per 1 km, The bassin is large as 115 sq. km.

The debits are 1) mean debit 0,8 cub. m per 1 sec. , 2) maximal

one 35 and 3) minimal one O.1 cubem per 1 sec.

/1278Drainage .
The drainage , especially around port of éventoji is bad. There
are high precipitation (about 800 to 1000 ﬁm annually), the sur-

face of the coastal zone is poor developed and all zone along

) Generally the temperature of the lithuanian rivers follows
pretty close.the monthly mean temper atufes. So iﬁ april water

has 44°F, may- -58, Jjune 62°, july 66°, october 44° and in no-
vember 36 to SSOF.

The 50°F temperature (beginn of the vegetation) obtain the lithua-
nian rivers about 20 to 25 april. In autumn it is 1 to 7 October,
The ice cover is usually 30 to 35 cm. thick (on the lakes up to

50 cm)and lasts 2-3 months. A. Basalykas. Lietuvos upés. 1956, pg6l
#it)Lletuviy Encikiopedija1956, vol 4, pg 305,
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coast as deep as 40-50 km landward is literally wet thru.
Especially wet is the area around éventoji FIshery Port. Only

tough frost eliminates the beinp wét.Unless the sandy soil allows
the precipitations to go thru to the underground, the feeling to

be wet remains here almost all yégr around.

The clay or loam lyers are here 1.8 =2.0 metres deep . They stop the
coﬁming water, which now looks for exit in all possible directions.
The sp?iﬁgs appear chiefly in the slopes of the Durba and éventoji
rivers, even on the beach,.)On the beach the springs attréct the

black alder trees and therefore are easy to find,

The underground water table is'high. The wells , used by the popu-

lation are shallow and in many cases the water is available even
in the depth of 1.0 meter.to 2,0 m,Thus the well of Butinge Inn

is only 1.6 m, deep. It is pretty clear and has no indications of
metals of chlor or sulphur hydratesss:), The well of the wind corn
mill of Kugul (see map on the pg 2) is 1,54 m. deep. Noth of it
there were found wells with the water table of 1.08 m. from the
earth surfabe.(see here drawing on the pg. 40)ama

Not all wells of this area deliver usefull water. In some wells
water 1s so bad that it is not used by the owners. In short could
be said that the most dangerous for the health of the people 1is the
water from the wells around'éventoji. ##¢)The sawage of the domestic
animals, kept in the sheds without of concrete or any floor, human
excrements left directly on the earth, garbage étuff, carrions bu-
rried in the shallow soil infect the ground water easily .and can

cause serious deseases.

) I.Kondius & V. Ruokis Pala%%‘s krasStas 1926, pg84,85,86,98,99,
102,103, #¢)Same, pg 1 %3¢ ) Expirience of author.
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9e. BENXARAXXHAXKITMKEXY SEA AND ITS CLIMATE

The shore line is smooth and not cut out.

The beach (see above) is narrow and in stormy weather is subject

to be overflooded entirely.

The depth of the territorial waters is low, The+imxmpﬂum-
kemrxXir®x space between shore line and the con@i; line of 5 m,

depth is wide and therefore some seriaous , bigger vessels avoid
the waters of §ventoj1.

The conetitutioﬁ of the bottom -see above,

The ebb and floqd are very low, The highest amplitude is as high as
4 cm or about 1,5 '!'.The changes of the sea level occure during
stormy weather, especially winds blowing from SW. This SW wind
pushes the sea water masses to the XarAxX shores and thus rises

its level. The sea table changes are given below: 1926-1930 i)

Months Mean of the

mean horizons

The mean of the The mean of the
maximal horizons minimal horizons

January
february
march
april

may

june

July
august
september
october

november
december

+0.0480
40,0213
40.0840
+0,0132
$0,0010
40,0935
0¢Q.1881
40.2172
40,1766
$0.2150
+0.2346

$0.266
40,256
10,274
£0,330
40,210
40.308
+0.466
+0.472
f0,480
+0.800
+0.676

20,158
-0,280
-0,306
-0.244
-0.188
-0,072
+0.024
+0.054
-0.046
+0.020
~0.036

) J.5imolidinas. Technika, 1933 pg 289.

-0,094
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Annual mean +0,0697 +40.321 ~0,.,110

The standard horizon of sea water table was accepted as high as
in Liepaya (Latvia) and Kronstadt (USSR).

The absolete maximum(the highest one) observed in thise period was

on October 29, 1927 and was as high as +1.,68 meters. That day the

high water run over the sand dunes around the outlet of the Sven-
toji river and poored into river, causing serinus damages. '

The waves in this region are short ones. If the

height of the wave were marked H

the length

The velocity of the waves | \')

the period between two waves T, so were the

dates for the SBaltic sea and Atlantic ocean as followss:t)

L
= -7 L
Hy Ly Vm/sec Tsec. -

Baltic Sea 4 7=-10 610

Atlantic ocean 6 91 7.2 ‘ 13
646 100 ‘ 12
8 170 15 11
6.71 582 45 13
The maximal‘heights of the waves are in the
Balyic Sea max. H% 4 m,
North Sea 5 m,
Mediterrania 6=-17
Gasconian pass 7 .m
On the lithuanian coast of the Baltic sea the high wavés are most-
ly 2-3 metres, 4 metres are rare.
The presure of the waves by the heights of the waves of
2m. is as high as 1 kg/ cm®
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Sm is high as 1,5 kg/cmg,
4 m, 1.7 kg/cm® %)

The salinity of the water of Fhe'Baltic Sea is low. When in the
Atlantic ocean it is around 3,7%, in Baltic sea it is:

in the area of Scagen, bottom - 3-3.,5 %

" " o surface 2.5%

Between Gdamsk(Danzig)Poland and ' »

Tallin(Estonia) 0.63=0,72

In the Botnia Bay 0.26.

Thge salinity of ﬁhe waber at Palanga and éventoji on the surface

is 0.661% s:¢) |

When the wind turns to blow from south, bringing to the éventoji
shore the fresh water of the Nemunas river, the salinity.here
drops considerably and the water can be used for drinking.

When wind blows from the North; the salinity rises up to 0.79 %

and some mar higher.

The anorganic drift is here the sand and the gravel (see above)
The organic drift chiefly isk the sea grass. It max is firifted
with ﬁhe strong SW winds, especially in winter and spring.

This gpass represents the Fucacea alga, chiefly Fuscus vesiculo-
sum species. This species can dekiver iodine, which 1s represen-
ted among other minerals of iﬁz ash : Thus the ash of Fuscus

vesiculorum contains on

nitrates 2.90% '
; #)Technika 1933 ,pg 214.215
iodine 0.31% '

##)K,PakStas Baltijos jira 1934 716,17
kali phosphates 1,14% Jos J »pglé,

other minerals 24,66%.

The drifted masses of this Fuscus are sometimes very considerably
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and are picked up by the native populations as fertilizer. (see,pg45)

Once was also projectedst) by one ambitious businessmen to pro-
dfict the iodine of them, but the project failed and was not full-
filled, unléss it was real nvoject.

In 1940 , when the first communist occupation begun in Lithuania,
a special mission of the russian‘/brofesionals visited the country
and interesbed very much about production of iodine, as much as
meny other fishery problems. It was nothing done in this field
till 1944 summer,

Along with the grass drift there are drifted shaedy

a. Dead fishes or sick ones. The sea gulls (2-3 on a kilometer of
the sea shore) clean them and the éaltic shore here is clean.

b, Some pieces of rounded peat, brought by the ice from the delta
of Nemunas river, and some wood.

c. Only precious stone ,won in Lithuania is the amber, brought
with the sea grass, as drift, to the Béltic shores. The amber made
Lithuanians name popular in very ancient times., It went to the
Bysantium and Orient as stuff for ornaments and as stuff to the
church censers, |

There are produced many minor items ".of amber in Lithuania: cigerette
holders, buttons, broshes 8.5.0, Most of drifted amber appearsin
small pieces, big pieces are rare. In Palanga , before the warl,
was a amber ornament production shop with annualy turnover of
some 200 000 rubles.Here the raw material was imported from Ger-
many, where the amber was won in the sand plts on the Baltie
shore, in the area of Koenigsberg. In the period of 1918-

1944 there were just very small enterprises, which worked up the

native amber.

#)I.Konéius, Palangos KraStasl926, pglls
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36 pav.  Kraunasi jiiros dovang .kerpesy laukams ‘tredti,

ja, Curonian fishermen loading the sea grass.
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The windy, waving sea makes a characteristic husky noise,

which is heard in a distance of‘SOO to 500 metres from the sea.

The color of the sea water on the surface grayish-greenish blue,
The watey is perfectly transparent and clear, Plancton is not
abundant. Test of sea water is like}of fresh water and it can be
used by the people for drinking purposes.

The temperature of the sea 'water follows the alr temperatures
with considerable delay. Lower as the air temperature is them-

- perature of sea water in summer and spring, higher in winter
and autumn. The highest temperstures of sea water were observed
in the period of 1918-1926 at the end of meRaERx month of august
it was 64°F, Usually at that time is the temperature as high as
60°F. It drops continuously with the depth.Thus in Baltic island
of Helgoland wers noted 91893 )such decreases 8f the temperatures
going down with the deépth: (Celsius grades of temperatire) ")

O m, deep 1.0 m. 10.0m. 15,0 20.0 30.0

Fehmarnbelt 17.6 17.6 17.6 14.9 9,3 8.5
Hogland 15.7 15.3 15.1 65 0«5 0.5
Practically to the depth of 10-12 metres,where the waving is active,
no considerably changes of the temperatures. The essential drpp
of the temperatures takes place below this depth.
When the E wind is blowin, which drives the surface water away
from the coast,l zone, temperature of the water in summer (espe-
cially in the morning) can drop to 57-58°F. If the western

. winds are blowing, the temperature of the sea water around sventoji
is degrees higher as it is on the coasts of Sweden. .

In winter 1s the water temperature on the surface "at Liepaya

(Latvia) $0.3 °C, at Ventspils (Vindava) also iptVia, + 0.7°%/
. #)K.Pakstas Balpljos Jura. 1934.,pg 23
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In winter , when the low temperature of the air is set for longer
period, the sea water freezes to ice, which forms a narrow stripe
along the coast., It 1s xm few cm tick, The ice cover keeps staying
til the sen is quiet and the air temperature is considerably low.
The lce cover extends seawérd from 200 to 2000 m, wide. Usually

is this ice cover not long 1iv1ng. |

In 1898%) ice like this covered the sea few kilometers arnd was pretty
plain, It was broken by the waving sea after edupde days.

In 1809 russian arm& marched‘over the ice of the Baltic sea to
Swedensieit) .

Inl928-1929 was frozen all the Riga Bay'and the ice cover on the

Daugava river in its outlet,remained till april 23 rd.

That winter the navigation was interrupted in Rigé (Latvia) 42 days,

in the Kolkas Rags 34, Ventspils 20days.

In liepaya the large blocks of the ice were still available till
16 th of may.

Generally the iée formations on the sea cost were noted on the
eastern faltic coast : ¥¥i)

Vipuri (Finnland) 167 days

Tallin (Estonia) 90 "

Bay of Riga (Latvia) 30 "

Ventpils " 13

Liepaya L 13

Klaipeda (Lithuania) 12

%)I.Konéius._Palahgos‘Kraétas, 1926, pg 23
#%)K.Pak3tas. Baltijos JUra 1934, pg 29

$#443t) Same,
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The ice breackers easily break it down in Ventspils, Liepaya
and in all sea ports south of them, they all are considered as
ice free all year around, .
The wind interrups the ice formation , especially in wide stripes
In the winters along the coast smimx are swiming piecesugngoso cm
thick 1lyers of grind ice, which looks like thin pégiénx porridge.
If the sea is quiet, and the air 1s cold enough,so is than for-
ming a lyer of real ice. The ice porridge helps in this case
to water to freeze, .
In early winter , middle of december, sometimes up to middle of
january along the coast is drifted the bottom ice, formed of
overcooled water on the bottom of the seawand Hemunas river.
This type of ice forms sometimes solid blocks and takes large
pieces. The pleces of such one ice carry with them much mud
» stones and other ingradients. They drop to the bottom of sea
if the ice melted down. _
This type of ice is harmless for biger vessels, but the small
boats of native fishers it keeps at home. (see pg 49)
In éventoji harbour the sea freezes every on year, but the ice
is ﬁsually thin and easy to break with a n icebreaker.Just in
1928-1929 hard winter at air temperature of OOF the ice cover
of the Sventoji harbour and along the coast was thick as 20 inches
(50 cm); 3%3¢)
The currents off the coasts at éventoji were not studyed, at least

they were not available for the author, but one remarkable note

should be put down that the in East Prussia and coming fron the

w] K.Pakstas. Baltljos Jura,1934,pg 27.

x¢) J. Simoliunas. Sventosios uostas 1933, Technika, pg.
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Ledai jiroj prie Palangos

. A .
'3 Drifting ice blocks and fields near Palanga.,
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shores around Klaipeda drown bodies of people and animals,

are chiefly landing at éventoji.

10. CLIMATE OF THE CONTINENT (COASTAL ZONE)

a. Lithuanian climate in short.

The climate of the sea(see ab;§e) 1s quite different from the aip
climate and the climate of the narrow spripe on the Baltic coast is
different from the climate of the continent.

Theclimate here is a marine one » which take place just about 10 km,
deep 9 figuring from the coast to the continent. Its influence is

to Observe even deeper, up to 50 km. landward.,

Republic of Lithuania is located on the edge of marine and continen-
tal climates and is subject to sudden ang sharp rRkargzx weather
changes. Thus the antlantic ¢yclons, comming from west bring with
them cloudness and rains. The invading anticyclons push the mild

weatheb of the cylons and establish dry hot or cold weathe, aécording

to the season.Thue the climate of Lithuania is movable and labil,

The amount of the annual xx# sun radiation in average 80-90 big

calories per 1 sq. cm. In Palanga, sun radietion delivers 95'big calo-
ries per one year, and in Vilnius(Wilno} -84,
The annual mean temperature in Lithuania is +6OC with a variation
of 1.3°¢.
The annual amplitude of the temperature in Kld peda (35 km south of
Sventoji) 19.6°¢ , in Keunas 22.5 and in Vilnius  23.2°¢C,

The maximum on preeipitations are noted for Kaltinenal (see drawing

on the pg. 51 here). located on the SW slopes of the samogitian

#) K. Bieliukas. Litbvskaya SSR.1955 29-36.

*#3) Palanga, a resort with -- 2500 ab,.since 1918 has a meteorog.
stgbion. t’1is located 12 km soth ol SvehtSiS
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upland around TelSiai. They make more as 800 mm per anno. The mini-
mum is noted in Kur$3nai, on the same upland , just located on the lee
side of 1t (500 mm).

In Sventojl and Palanga the precipitationslare close to those of the
KlaipedaIn individual years there falls even 1000 and more . Here
the maximum on precipitation falls in october and november.

The intensity of the precipitations in Palanga show following tablei)

Month Year Precipitations
in mm,

August 1923 131.8
october 128.5
november 10543
june 82.8
april - 81?9
July 67 o5
Septembet 63.1
may - 43.8
January : 17 .5
February 13.7

march 8.8

810,.7

The evaporst ion in Sventoji is over 450 mm. , or more than 56 %%#t)

) I. Kontius and V. Ruokis Palangos -Kral3tas 1926. pg 68.
#%) A. Basalykas. Lietuvos apés 1956.,pg. 48
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In the period &f 1931-1940:%) the mean temperatures in Palanga
were:
January - 3.5°%
July o+ 17,400
o}
Annual + 6.7 C
The mean temperature of march in Klaipeda is 2.3°C lower as in
september -october.In Kaunas and Vilnius this difference is just

0.6° C.

b. Winter.

In this season‘are moving from Atlantic warm and moist air masseé. In th
that time prevailing winds are: S and SW. They air masses show positive
temperatures an@ cause the thaws, which last usually few days, fogs
and complete cloudness.

The velocity of the winds in winter is higher as in summer, but

not exceeds this of 5 m per second.

In Palanga and in éventoji the winds are stronger. The 15 m. per sec,
winds are rare and‘occure in winter 3-4 time é month.

The characteristic ﬁicture of the Lithuanian winter is tcloudy wéather.
The clouds are low and dar k. Frost around - 3° to =5°C , often

thaws, rainy and snowy weather, This situation is often interrupted

by the invasions of cold continental air masses even of argtic

‘ ones.In this case low temperatures and fair sky, windless weather

sets for week or more, with the lowest temperatures in the winter.

There were noted temperatures as low as -40°C (40°F below 2ero)

*) Musteikis, Lietuvos Zemds Ukio Statistika 1948,Part IT, pg 14
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Generally the temperatures below -30°C are rare in Lithuanla in
winter.

The warm winters, which are not rare in this sountry,there is

little snow and sometimes no one, the temperature stays around

0°C (32°F)as result of comming atlantic air masses., Sometimes in ‘
;anuary is to observe a temperature of 48°C, It is result of break
thru of the tropic air masses. They are rare.

The snow cover lasts on the shores of the Baltic 1in average 49 days
less as 1t is habit for the all country. Thus in Klaipeda in 1847-
1890 %) the first noted snow was 4 th of september, the last one.on

27 th of April.with a space of 176 days. Usually in Klaipeda the
first snow REXWEX appears in november and desappears in the first
days of april.

In average are in Lithuania 35-70 day with snowimg.

The lyer of snow wusually is 10-15 cm, pﬁt sometimes it is 8bout

50 cm, There are snowless winters also,

The snow remalns as long as the thaw weather is invading. In éventoji
it remains only for very short time, harol

Freezing line in the ground lies in wintersusually 0.8 m, deep. It
desappears early in april here and in Lithuania lasts even to the

may sometimes.

c. Spring
Bhe spring sets in a connection with the an inw sion of warm atlan-

tic air masses, bringing with them high cloudness. Since march the

#) K. PakStas. Lietuvos Klimatas 1926, 53-55
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cloudness goes down , but the precipitations increase, because of
storms., The mean temperatures negative in march goes over to . the posi
tives in may. The vegetation period in Sventogi Palanga is longer
as in the all country. Thus it begimns, ends and lasts in

mean of beginning mean of the end Duration days
Klapeda 3-12 10-31 201
Kaunas | 4-10 10-25 197
Vilnius 4,11 10-24 195
Zarasai 4.16 10-20 186
The weather in spring is vefy changable. The warm air masses can
cuddenly cool down considerebly , causing late frosts, Sometimes
late frosts occure in first decade of June. The marine influens

lessens this dangers to the vegetation.

d. Summer, Summer is in Lithuania a moderate one, The most warm month
1s the July with its mean bemperatuse of ¥ 17.2°C. In the coastal

area the summer is wooler as one on the continent. Here the sun
radiation is hindered by the dense cloudness. of cyclon air masses.

The most warm summer shows maximal day temperature of #$30° C, XaEx
even 3 35° C. (X 195 oF.). Such summer are usually under influence of
tropic aif.

When in summer comes the atlantic air -so occurs the cooling up

and often storms. In average there are ~about 20 stormy days in Lithua-
nia. In winter are the storms very rare. The most of storms occure
(90%) in may-september.

The maximum on precipitation in Lithﬁania in august, but around Svento-
ji in october-november. In the period of april-october falls in
Klaipeda 63% of all annwaly precipitation,

Kaunas 71.5 and in
Vilnius 72.5
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’ The maximal individual preci'pitatiov in Lithuania' was noted in
1950 on August 21 st,in Ukmerge-there was 156.1 mm.
The typical summer weather in éventoji is this one:
At a falr sky day suddenly appéars'small rain cloud in the west

. or Sw., pbrs its rain ﬁnder thunder down over the area in. a very
short time and diéappears over the contenent. Again is fair aﬁd
again comes same small cloud with a thunderstorm an#t short rain
an so on.sometimes many times a day.
As a’'illustration here is the picture of a typical summer day in 1922
(rainy yae with 25% of fair days): | |
Eafly in the morning-fair
10 h a.m. rain,
After noon fair. . ‘

‘ Evening-sun goes down into densy dark clouds
Night-moon sometime visible thru the clouds. Rain.
At noons chiefly blowing NNE wind.
In summer are to observe the most quiet weather and the winds with
the minimal velocity.
In the cold summers the cold air masses from Scandinavia éome
over Lithuania from S and SE and causes even in July at night

temperatures of freezing(0°C),

‘ Ths autumn.
In‘this season cloudness increases én air cools wup. The differencies
of pemperatures of the continent and #n the coastal zone are low.
Characteristic are here the long lasting showers. In éventoji takes
| . place the maximum on precipitatiomb( october-november); In september

(end) and october (beginning) comes from S a dry and warm weather.
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It lasta few days, sometimes féw weeks and there is fair, quiet and
warm weather.
At end of_november.the mean month temperature drops below OOC and
the winter beginns,
In winter and autumm the weater is most stormly.
Droughts are practim 1ly not occuring in Lithuania. A period of solid
23 dry daysl'occure once a 20 years, |
For Klaipeda in a period of 1914-1923 the cloudness (mean) was
8 a.n 7,39
2 pum.7,17
8 nm.7.15

The data for X Klaipeda of 1914 ~1923 shows a table on the pg 58

here, takenvfrom the work of I.Konlius and V. Ruokis Palangos KrasStas

1926, pg 82.
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TREXKXHA g. The wind.

The velocity, power and directions of winds depend on the factors ,
forming the Lithuanian climate as the maximum of Asores and the
minimums of the Iceland +)

The most powerfﬁll winds occure on the shore of The Baltic.Moving
toward land, they going to be deformed as much in powed as in

the direction also.

The quiet weather is‘to observe in the coastal zone around éventoji

jus 2%% of the year , Vilnius- 25 and xmx38% in summere there .

The velocity of the winds in ‘
Kldpeda (1819-1894) 5.5 m/sec.

Riga (Latvia) 2.8 "

Vilnius (Sov. Lithuania) 1.8 "

Generally in wintgr forms an high over central Asia. The masses of
cold air flow SW , W and NW. This way they come and cross 1ithuanian
territory, causing high barometric presure. Thus in January the

mean barom. presure is 763 mm and the izobares run meridionally

(see map on the pg. 60 here) and the winds blow xm from SW (see

map on the pg 61 and 62 here),

In summer establishes an other high . This time over Atlantic ocean
s Which drives the air masses in a NE direction.The july isobares in

Lithuania run in SE direction and the winds blow same direction.

(see map)62 pg).

In spring and autumn behaves the lithuanian climate like a continen-

t one )
S Pofttas, Lictuvos Klimatas 1926, pg 34
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5. FREQUENGY, VELOCITIES AND STRENGTH  OF WINDS IN SVENTOJI

FOR A PERIOD OF 1926 - 1930
100 0 100 200 300 FOR STRONGNESS & FREGUENGY
'SCALES. _ 5 5 o 5 FOR VELOCITIES
KEY @ ————m—=m MAXIM.VELOGITY M/SEG | —-—« == MEAN VELOOITY M/SEC.;

STRENGTH —BEAUFORT SCALE | *+====""""" FREQUENGY ( TINES)

' $OURCE . TEGHNICA 1933, PG.279
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The most powerfull winds appears in november,in the period of
the establishement of cyclones over the country. In Klaipeda the
mean velocity of the winds in

october=-january is 6.3 m/sec.
may -august " 4,9 "

The destribution of the winds is shown on the drawing on the pg 60.
In Palanga-éventoji*) 1925 .
January prevéiling E. o July wmorn. N,W,N, NE
morning E&S (8 he aum) noon SW,W,N
noon N (2 p,m?) night W,SW
night SE. (8 peme) August morn slight S,W and some
February prevailing strongk E. stronger NW
March morning chiefly W, than noon  W,SW,
S and NW, night W,sW
noon N September mdrn.W,SW,SE
night KXXWEHXEXRX E & NE noon SW,W,NW
morning W,NW,N & E night W,SW
noon | E - October all over W, some SW &S
night N,NW,W & E November morn. SW
Morning W & E noon Wé& S
noon W& S night W,3W, S
night w December allover SE,S And sometimes
morning W,SW,E . _ w.
noon W, S

night W

———— 4 N !

#) I.Konllus end V, Ruokis Palangos KraStas 1026 , pg 64. The directions

of the winds shown here mean the direction from which the wind blows. /

9
If 1t 1is written E wind, so means it that the wind comminfrom the
East and blowing to West,., Author.
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The strogest winds are noted at noon in Klaipeda in:the period

of the 1914-1925: 3t)

8 h a.m 2,94 balls on Beaufor scale
2 h pem 5,51.
8 h pem 2.49.

‘ The local winds on the Baltic coast are blowing:lm summer:
in the morning slight winds toward sea
at noon blowing from the sea,
nights no local winds. '
The skmrmr most violent storms occure in autumn, than in winter and
at least in summer. The storms come in winter from W and SW. In
summer fromW.
The thunder storms are usual in Lithuania and occure in summer af
hot days. They bring with them much rain and thunder. The most

. of them are to observe in July-august . (67%%)
The tornados are rare., They fofm themselfes just in summer on extre-
melly hot days. They are of local impmrkx sipnificance and usually
moving in a narrow spripes of few kilometers.They arise and disappear
very suddenly. The most of tornados occure on the costal zone and in

the western,part of the country.

he Cloudness and the visibility of the air

The schemes on the pg 65 and 66 here give a general picture over
. the cloudness situation in Lithuania.Some‘details specially for éventoji

put here belowThere are data from Koenigsberg for 35 years and

%) I.Kondius & .V.Ruokis Palangos kraltas, 1926, pg 8k
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and Liepaya for 30 years#] The Sventoji 1s located inbetween.

Tﬁe both dabas is very close related and therefore could be applied
under an interpolatiog
for the situation in Sventoji also.

( Méteorol statlons Wonths _
"‘ 123456'789A1011I2

Koenigsberg .2 T 5.9 5.l
Eastern Prussia 77 647 5.2

.Liepaya
Latvia

The visibility and the transparency of theair in the coastal zone
if no fog and rain-good one. There is no smoke or dust avilable in

the air.

‘ The sand , smoking from the dunes in dry and windy weather is

without a significance; because in raises not bk high (not over

10 m.) and carried not far (few hundred metres)
s A s

¥+ Roads.- : _ -

There are 5 typeg of roads available around Sventoji.

1 paved highway,2 public graveked roads, 3 field.or dirt roads

4 narrow gauge rail road (Darbenail-LaukZeme -Sventoji, and

5 in 1938 started to build a normal gauge raii road Darb&nai-Sventoji.
‘ The best developed roads run from N to S. There are the most important

and;bestapeaésw‘The—peaés—in~the W#E direction are few, most of

Lo, e e e e g,

3) K Pakstas, Lletuvos Klimatas, 1926, re 61.

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9



Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9
them are poor field or dirt roads.
The paralel to the coast line striped structure of the earth surface
allowed to build the most important sring of the paved higway. 1t |
was built by the russian czarist gouvernment and served for russians as
a important transit way from Riga to Klsaipeda. It x=xx was till 1944
entirely of old fashioned russian Mac -adam paved road, which cross-
section is shown on the pg 69 here.It funs about 3.5 km. east from

the shore , parallel to it. It is practically piim plain.

It was build before world war I and fitted to the requirements of that

time. It was computed to the haevy artilery of the war I, bub not {

for the purposes of the present wars. Usualy in spring, on the beginning‘
of april, when the frost di&sappears from the frozen earth, it was not
passable for haevy trucks even of 5 metric tons weight. Chiefly it ser-
ved for the purposes of local trafic since world war II, and was

u1sed by the horse driven cars of the native popilations.In the war II
this highway was almost untquched by the rolling german armies and Was.
thus saved. But in the 1944, when the russians come back, especially with
haevy armored tanks, almost all lithuanian highways of type described
and shown here were destroyed, especially on the burnpoints. and cur-
ves.Communist gouvermment, receiving large area of Baltic stabes and
Germany has to take care of new roads. Thus till now the most important
highways in Lithuania, running NwS (Transit highways to Germany)

were rebuilt and reinforced., It was rebuilt am@x reinforced and bitumino

noused the Liepaya-Klaipeda highway, running thru thearea of Sventoiji

%) There was no data over the new gystem of soviet russian roads and

highways , applied in Lithuania, but it should be thought that it

3#) K.Bleliukas Litovskaya SSR1955.
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Lretuviy Lrcrk/opedyya Vol //, /1957, pg337
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is now more solid.Also the wooden bridge on the Sventoji in Butings
farming estate, even if it was not ‘destroyed by éhe military activities
in autumn 1944 (there were battles for Klaipeda since october 1924 to

february 1945), so had to be rbuild anyway to more strong construction
afper that, according to the reconstruction of the highway itself,.
The highway now supposed to have one more startegic and transitional

importance for russians as a road to disclose the fishery port of Sven-

toji%)

The public roads.

They were (supposed even now) always the wider dirt roads, for the
local trafic in Lithuania. One mx'modern public road" constructed in
1932 by the lithuanian gouvernment, connecting the mentioned highway
Liepaya-Kldpeda, is shown in a cross section on the pg. 71 here.

The most of former built public roads were more simpleNeverthless
when properly maintained,&graveded' they were ih 1940 in a perfect con-
ditions and allowed to develope to the moderate haevy trafic of the
native population and even,(when dry weather) for the trafic of the
auto-truck of 10-X 15 metric ton(/ ght.

The most import?nt road of that kimm type is the Main Road, wkzk
” .

®x( (see pg VI(EJré). It was before 1932 wery poor dirty road.

It run aldng the loop of éventoji river from the North, thaq&rossed the
Sventoji river at Sibas(se map en pg2) and run thru the town of bventOJi
and farther SE to the highway Liepaya-Klaipeda., It was subject to be.

-overflooded, if the wavber level in Sventoji raised It was dirt and nos

#) Remark of the author
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hard to pass thru. It&was in 1932 resurfaced, properly graveled,

e solid wooden bridge (10 metric tons load carrying) bwidse con-
structed. The rbad elevated over the earth surface enough not to be °
overflooded. It is 5 m. wide above the town of Sventoji(northward)

and 6 m. wide be}ow it . In spring , especially in april, it 1s closed

for haevy trafic, as it is in rainy autumn.

THe other important publick road, connecting the coast with the main
‘land is an extention of the Main Road (mmmmExmmkk about 2 miles¥ going
soﬁth the highway)over' ielviai and Lazdininkai)It comnect this way the
Sventoji Town and Port with the normal gauge Rail road Skuodas-Kretinga
at its station in Darbdnal.

It is one russian czar gouvernment built public road. It is wider

and in 1940 was in very proper order.

Those two main roads, connecting the coast with the main land agre the
only two. The others are poor dirt roads, in the rainy and wet weather
are at all not to pass for the more serious vehiclesg.

The most of them are subject to he overflooded on the points, where the
cross the depressions. They are to pide just to light peasant hofrse
carts or slides. The ohly improvement is consisted 4f put dpwn

some twigs of black alder. They have no bridges. They are of signifi-

cance ( sometimes temporary ones) just for native population and its traf

There were four wooden bridges in this area of aﬁ impobtanee:

1. Wooden one on wooden piles over Sventoji river (see map of designa-
tion of the construction in the Port of Sventoji 1944 -pg{684% 6)

Its co nstruction is very simpele and fifs just for the purposes of the

narrow gauge rail road, wich maximal load is (with j'lo%%k 10 metric

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9
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It was 245 m, high. about 3 metres wide and60 m. long. (see pictu-
. re in the attached Technika 1933 pg-es 291,292,302)
An other wooden bridge, of the same lengtht and construction was bullt
in early thirties omer the same river, just same eabt of the above men-
tioned one., It was built for the local trafic of the native population
. xpremainly for the trafic run on the horses but not over 5 metric tones

The third one bridge was the krk wooden bridge over the Sventoji river
leading from the éventoji town(see the map on the pg/%g to the smoke
house on the Sventoji island. It was 90 m. lomg, 2.5 m high zrs

and served the minor trafic(pedestrians and the light horse carts.

The foubth , concrgte and pretty solid bridge, built in late thirties

30-35 m, long, 2-2.5 m high and 8 m,., wide, carrying over 20 metric tons

The fourth bridge of the same type(1944) over the Darba river at Zelvig

(see map pg 2).

J. Rail roads
a. The existing narrow gauge rail road (6o qrh. wide) was construc-
ted before 1914 and refimiste® in 1923. It was about 20 km. I=m
long and run from Drab&nai north to the Lauk¥eme (see map Pgl)
on the Latvien border and then running south , along the Sven-
toji river, in 1944 ending at the southern end of the évehtoji
IAXHATsland (see pglbl). It was served by couple of the old

fashioned small steam driven locomotives and certain number
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of the very simple box cars. It served exluxivelly the

requirements of the conetrucyion of the fishery port of éﬁen-

toji after 1921.It served not to the passenger communication.

, .
and carried just the éﬁ%&asy ¢ stones and fill to the port

construcylons(see picture in the attached techniKa 1933 , pg 233

The normal gauge rail road was the child of emergency and

started to build in 19?9(march) when Lituania has lost the KX

Klaipeda for Hitler Germanwg. It was projected on the shortest
way from the Darbenail normal gauge rail road statiom to the
Svento ji over Sausdravai village (see 1:100 000 map Dabénai=-
Kretlnga) ), than over Kaulgrau21ai and from KulgrauZiai

the oképnarrow guge rail road along, to the SventOJi Fishery
port(see pg. 6)?) It was put much £111 and some preparations
made to complete the rail road to Sventoai, but the world war
I1I has interrupted the enterprice-it was not finished.

There are some ind;cations%%) that the begun work was driven

ahead in some 1955, (zsee chapter about"P resent situation in

Sventoji"),

——

#) It is not attached here. Author :
#%) The emmigrant press 6f 1955 that in-éventoji there are

‘made preparations to finish the in 1938 begun construction

of the normal gauge rall road. Author
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PATR II.PEOPLE, POPULATED SPOTS AND ADMINI-

STRATION,
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1. Some history. _

Since very ancient times , allready in 9 th century, the coastal
zone around éventoji anf far north and south was populated by
curonians. This spot was very hardly fought between lithuanian and
curonian pagans with the moving in german ecclesial ordeer of
Cross cariers. Thdinhabitant suffered there very much and their
hard 1life has left deep imprints in their character.

Since 1410 this zone is ruled by the lithuanian grand duches

and latter on by the volish kings. After the Polish noble repub-
lic was partititioned in 1795 between Russia, Prussia and Austria,
this portion of it with province of Lithuania became a part of
Russta. It became a part of the gouvernment of Kovno (Kaunas)

. Because this stripe was pupu}ated by the%urohnians, who are
closely related to the{latvians, rusd an gouvernment has decided
to take this stripe from gquvernment Kovno and to join it to

the gouvernment of Curonia, which was populated by latvians and
curonians. This situation remained till 1918. Than this area
became part of Latvian republic. Since 1921 on the a way of
arbitrage it came to Lithuania, as exchange for the by the lithua-

nian held area of Eglaite (East-southern part of Latvia).

This about 20 km long and about 4 km wide stripe of the Baltic
coast, nearly 80 sq, km, was divided after that in é%o townships
of Palanga and Darbénai. This administrative partitition remailned
t11l 1952, when the russian communist gouvernment introduced in

all soviet Lithuania a new administrative system.

Now this stripe is a part of the reglon of Kretinga.
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2. Population
In that coastal stripe in 1922 were living about 4500 inhabitants,

or 56 inh per k sq.km. It is more as the 1lithuanian average-50

inh ber sq.km. In 1944 this number was increased supposingly up
to 5400, or 60 inh, per sq.km. because of infiltration of lithuanian
into new constructed fishery port and as various officials and
workers.

- The majority in this portion in 1921 was undoubtfully a curonian
one, Since than a movement of popuiation took place, because of
the_mentioﬁed above @Ghanges of the territories by the latvians
‘and lithuanians. A part of the curonian pupulat ion went out for
Latvia énd_ lithuanians (mostly samogitiasns) moved into country,
In 1923 2,5 % of the population of c§unty of Kretinga (of which
it was a part)-or 2900 inhabitants were curonians. It means that

allready in 1923 the population was very mixed with lithuanians.

Curonians are remnants of a ancient eamropean folk, which lived
since dark ages on the shores of the Baltic sea. Their chiefly
proffesion is fishery. Here they had no competition and nobody could
drive them from the sea, Curonians are to find in the northerh part
of the former Eastern Prussia, living arownd'uuagay of Curonia.
Curonians now are of protestant fight and speaking a latvian 1an;
guage haevy penétrated with the remainders of curonian.one.
Curonians are very clever fishermen and very tough pebpleﬁ;

They are bulld square up, blondy, with blue eyes gnd white skin.
They are very much influenced by the latvians , who assimilated the

long time ago.
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see plct on the pg 79 here =78«
They are slow, mouth tight as the marine folks usually are.

a
They are stright and even prodd. They didn't besiege the gouvernment

tal Institutions with the requirements of the relief, unless they

are generally poot,, some of them ver oor, =
::: E”‘ y P )
They ] s, If the sea is stormy, sometimes for longer

time and he can not leave for fishing, or §%brm hase destrbyed his
equipment, he very hardly takes a n other pccupation , like
farming, and suffers better hunger, as to do so. In thies & ses

he stays at home and makes new nets or fixes his equipment.

Most of the curonians own very small and poor wooden blockhouses,
with the roofs of rush grases, which they used to bping from the
Papes lake in Latvia. The soil is here extremelly poor and is

used just as minor support to the fishery.
Beside of fhe fashery, the curonians before the world war I
were famous as sea smugglers. It was very profitable occupation
and not especially dangerous, because it all was made by the
bribing of russian soldiers, guarding the russian-german border
in this area , located just 15 km, south of éventoji. For many
fishermen this proffesion was the ohlefly oné.and many cironiam
fishermen lived at that time even well. After annection of the
Klaipeda (Memel in Eastern Prussia till 1923) the border moved

, a many
far ther south, the guard got togher and the(fishermen lost their

proper existence. They were all time very unsatisfied with the
has refgysed to accept this gift, which had a political bachground.

The undelivered corn was offered the most poor population of

L' [ 'Il]‘l I /‘L—/ll Ak j&utIIOI .
wni

%) In 1925 the polish ruled province of Wilno(Vilnius) suffered
bad crop and poverty. Lithuanian gouvernment, which allways clai=-

med this area as a lithuanian one made a money collection and has
ent a couple box cars ot bought corn for them, Polish gouvernment

/
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2. Typical femily of the curonian fishermen Deivs of
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Politically are the curonians pretty indifferend., They are
patriots of their own fireplace and dislike any interference in
their private Iife. The most what they want-to leave them alone.
They dislike and are very distrustfull to any gouvernment as much

to lithuanian one as to the communist rulers.

Unless they are poor and some of them very poor, they dtnt hurry

on the colorfull promises of the communists. They dislike russians

as stfangers and espezially as carriers of the strange ideas of

the communism. AS a illustration of their behavior toward communists
and their 1deas should be said that in 1941 they openly resisted

the i1dea of the fisher cooperatives, which were the first step to
the fisher'collectives. They were broken by the communista just IR
after 1945, when the russians came back.

Curonians are individualists. They are pretty backwarded and
educated persons are rare among them. When one is educated , he goes
out. Curonians were very 1ooked by the german navy and merchant

fleet as togh service men iXmxm=x at sea.

Curonians are moderate religious. They (from Sventoji ) attend the
church every sunday and holiday. The parish cﬂurch is in Butinge
farming estate. They read only bible and religioﬁs booklets. They
dislike the new papers, because - they deal with pretty far and xkarme
strange stuff. On Wé@?” W/J‘M?” ‘%.,ﬁdy P@-MZM
Curonians are very consefvative and very slowly accept the néﬁ
equipment, clothes and so on. They are not eager to emigrate, unless
Athey are living in a overpopulated area and mostly are poot people.
They say that for a bold man everywhere 1s chilly. It is unbelivable

that curoniasns are moved from Sventoji and all area at present.
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They should still work on the sea, which they love very much.,
Supposingly théy are used as expirienced and hard workers in the
russian driven fishery at sea from Fishery Port of éventoji.

The curonians show no sympaty to their assosiates-lithuanians.

The samogitians$ a western tribe of lithuanians, which borders

with curonians on the Baltic coast) differ from the curonians
pretty much. Once they are Roman-catholic and some intollerance
exists between the adherents of those kwm adherents @kf of those
two religions. In their pﬁpearance samogitioans differ also from
the curonlans pretty sharp. Samogitians liked to carry mustaches-
curonians -not. Samogitians dressed longer jackets and Jused

often sheep furs, curonians used to dress short jackets of more

dar k colors appeared in their clothes. They used more manufactu-
red clothes, samogitians home made clothes. FRAZBEXFFRSRXZXXXEFZX
RAZKWARARAX X ARNOEL L AKX MXE X MR KA SRR B RN X MO XER

Curonlans use home made leather jump shoes, laiced over the pants
with leather laiges and wooden clumps with leather top. In winter
they wear short , woolen home made xXmkkmx coats, sﬁ%b lined usually
or cotton lined ones. Than they wear the high leather buts. (see
picture on thepg 82). The head wear éﬁg%iﬁ%g%frwas former a ger-
man type blue woolen caps withtzgxkx a peak(see pg 794, The leather
caps , cotton lined, with a peak and ear protection (see pg 82)
they started to use in early thirthies. They used in winter a short

seep lined cheep furs (pg82).

Curonian women wear a blouse and short Jacket, wide skirts(see pg

79 here)decorated by colored ribbons, somstimes aiprons over it.

dark stockings and high laiced shoes. Their head wear is usually a

babushka and in winter over a babushka a haevy woolen plaid.In
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)FfCuronian fishermen _packing the ice into the icehouse
in éventoji in 1937,

tive oven and a heating brick wall with the channels to conduct
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winter they wear(se picture on the pg. 84 )short woolen coats

lined with cotton ar sheep Rxm fur,

The curonian eating, like it 1s of samogitians, is very simple.
Curoniahs along with vegetable, potatoes, milk products and some
mear (pork meat chiefly) use.much fishes. Fishes are eaten fresh
or smoken or salted. The smell for fish is very caracteristic
to the all curonian houses, even their clothes have this smell
also. It is easy to recognize the houses of the curonian fishermen
because of this smell. They used wooden or metal spoons and table

- knifes. The fork was introduced here and widely used just after
war I.
Curonians use much alkohol. After using it, curonians can be seen
some smiling. If not- a curonian is silent and distrustfull.
With alkohol can be done much with thies people. Besides of alkohol

they used tu use an ether, called "drop". Couple drops on a piece

of sugar, chewed and swaliowed make a drinker drunk. It is skx=zmxm

very cheep and was in use widely.(same (®&mogitimans)

Along with own latvian language, curonians speak here lithuanian
and some german. They vacabularity is very limited., They seldom
sing.

The blockhouses of them are small, lacking on conviniences and
with no toilets. Usually they are 24x20 feet tosmall for numerous
families of the fishermen. If the house is some longer as 24 feet,
it is usually divided into two "flats", cositing one room.

Some partitition of that "flat" is obtained by the clay made primi-
tive oven and a heating brick wall with the channels to conduct

the smoke from the oven.,
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A Curonian women plantlng pine plantings in Sventoji

1937
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The walls inside and ooutside of the houses are plain heaved
tree trunks(l0-11l put on each other)Sometimes inside they are
papered with cheep old swedish news papers. In thirties they started
to plaster their walls with limestone mortar . This could afford
just the most prosperous of the fishers. The celling beams and
planks are visible and not covered with km the lumber or plaster.,
The floor usualy &ety°made one. The prosperous ones have the
Jumber made floors, which are more clean and saving health.
The windows are small'and scarce (just few )with dense framework and
small pieces of glass. Usually there is a éntrance door in the
house ., Some houses have porghes. They are a type of an attachement
to the house of same width, just much shortes as the sxmthoﬁse
itself. There are some houses with the open porches, attached

around the entrance door. Everythink is here wooden, not painted

and ell o%lweather gray color.Locking of the door by mean of a bar.

The houses are subject to often fires. Most of the houses have no
chimmey and at time of heatihg or cooking(mmrrimgx early in the
morning and 1ate at night) =mm haevy smoke curls‘in the upper part
of the rooms, forcing everybody to keep down. The most prosperous
kave the oven with the chimney.

The furnichure is very primitive, home made and haevy. There are
benches(stuls are intrioduced after 1918 here), haevy tables,
wooden beds and other minor equipment .They are using many home
made tools black smith made or wooden. ones.

In a flat live the parents and many children, even married ones.
As heating material is wood, The forests around are devasted

and young and the fuel wood 1s expensive and hard to obtain.

Allready before the world war I(1914-1918) curonians used pe&t.
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Supposingly now the curonians of éventoj% are using as fuel mostly
peat and the peat bogs are badly dug out.The lack on fael wood

was and is a reason why inhabitants dont try to build larger
houses. The structural wood is also hard to geb.

The roofs are covered with the rush grass, brought from the Papes
lake in Latvia., Those roofs abe kmadmgxwkkhx reinforced with stones
but on the wooden stakes, connected to the roof. From the sea

the roofs are reinforced agaimst winds with long solld stakes.

The peoples here are pretty healty. The people of a respectable age
are not rare. They are still wealthy thinking. The conditions

for good health and high age are not favorable.

One poor fishermen has chiefly a small blockhouse, a very small

shed to keep couple of pigs or a cow. That is all. The more prospe-
rous have some more land and .drive the fa*ming as part time job.
Than they have couple of cows, even a horse, which is the only
locomotion power for the horse driven trafic or as power to culti-
vate 1ts soil, In that case there are available some biger sheds
and small W rns, They own some poultry, dogs and cats. The equip-
ment to cultivate tHe soil or to run fishind are primitive and
mostly of local fabrications(native black smiths, carpenters)
Fences are of staks, sometimes there are no.fences at all. At
present there are no fences at all for sure.

Curonians dislike travel. They are traveling not far away and jus
for short time, driven by the emergencies(dgktor, court deals ect)
The curonians are living closest to the sea. farther , bhind the
Liepaya-Klaipeda highway are 1iv?ng chiefly samogitians, who are
chiefly farmers and if they fish, so do this as part time job,

giving fishes as own food.
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The wells are dug out on each settlement, Theg are very shallow
1-2 m, deep. The easy penetrablé soil(sand and gravel) allows
to get the dirﬁ from the sheds and primitive lumber made toilets
behind thé sheds, with the rain water into the wells. Some wells are
not used, beéauée water is very poor and even poisonous.
The keeping of the animal and himan wastes openly, breeds lots of
house flies , which are here sbundant and troublesome. |
The sanitary conditions among the native population was and suppo-
sed to be still now in a primitive stage. There are still availa-
ble parasit satelites of a man+ One mentioned plague. is a h%%g
fly. There are millions of flies in summer. Some were they kept
down by the propoganda measurements of lithuanian gouvernment and
methods applied to combat them.
The hair and linnen louse is still‘common there. Only method to
combat it is a changing of thé linnen every week. But this way
15 far not to bevadequate one. Suppsingly now, when soup 1ls expensive
hard to get , this problem loks to be serious kzk one. |
The third one parasit is the flea. It propogates in the middsummer
enormous and there are practically no spot without fleas there.
Even in the fields, where people &dre working fleas could be find.
For the people, who are not accustomed to this type of a satelite
it is hard to aslep and to sleep at all,
The fou\rpbhe is the house bug. It is available and even abundant
in every one wooden 9(also in brick ones also) living construction.
It is very burdenous and people befor this warII started to pgister
their homes with the 1lime stone piaster. It helped much, anyway

house bug is still popular there.DDT is there unknown.
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‘g% The curonian policy of the lithuanian gouvernment 1921-1944

The policy of all lithuanian gouvernments toward the minorities

was one of the assimilation. Just the methods, which ﬁere applied to
RYERY the individual minority were different and were 1in same

cases more sharp or milder. The all gouvernment have run same
policy and just the intensity of the methods applied were diffe-
rent.

When the lithuanians won their independence, it was pure nation

of farmers. The lithuanian imtellectuals came from prosperous

and wellto~.do lithuanian fa mers were few, The most of skilled
profesions in Lithuanla were practized by;;ﬁgd%éfhuanians. 211

bank;
trade, industry, cormunications| awé-a Irade part of farming

sh vocltev
soil were non lithuanian. Thefflshery was jewish, gExmzmxamd in

the-fresh waters of the country and on the sea shore-curoniam one.

The curonians were :poor people and gouvernment started to run
support of the the fishery ahd at same time started to penetra-

te Bhe tough chironians with samogitiéns and other representants
of lithuanian tribes. Gouvernment has established various economic
organisations, which were controlled by the gouvernment. The fishery
port in §ventoji was going to be built, one fisher cooperative

’ controiled by the state was established, and were built new
modern fisher motor boatm equiped with the modern nets, trawls

and instalations., They were given to the curonian fishermen for
terms to pay out. For each boat was foreseen two curonians and

one lithuanign as coowners. Same was with the gou&ernment built
brick houses., They were sold to curonian and lithuanian fishermen
on easy terms. Practically everything , even the realisation of the

cathes were controlled by the state and lithuanians.There were given
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special sums to the 1lithuanian officials » running the policy

of the gouvernment of the special secrret funds, which were

appointed to support the combat of the german and curogian mi-

nority on thé Baltic cdast. There were some propoganda, some presure

some lure. It was hard way to assimilate the curonians, because

they were thogh,'backwarded and in a close neighborhood to the

Latvian republic, which still was their native country. There was

a latvian contra propoganda against assimilation bf curonians by the

lithuanians. Practically the curonians were unassimilable and

lithuanian gouvernment put more attention to the eduéation of

the Xkkkmamixx curonian youth in lithuanian traditions, Modern

school weww was built an free and obligatory primar education
n$4u4¢>¢r

applied, as it was in use in the all country. e curonians

ignored 1ithuanian schol and send thelr children to $he a lat-

vian school, existing in éventoji.

Serious asimilation éctivity Bre was set just in thirties and

at end of 1t came tha wer II s which has interrupted all enter-

prise, Anyway curonians didnt get friends of lithuanians.

Especially hostilities didnt take place. Curonians ignored

the lithuanian attempts to assimilate them, but never they

demonstrated it publicly.

Curonians respect germans as a strong nation, but unless

many latvians and lithuanians in spring 1941 left to germany

as Folks-German (Bepatriation of german origin people from

Baltigum in 1941), curonians remained at the spot, unless they as

protestants and having some cultural signs of german culture,

and ability to speak some german, were be able to be admitted

by the german repatriation commisions for Germany .
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4, The populated spotse.
a. Villages:

As it was allready mentioned before, the all puopulated spots in this

area are located on two slightly over the sea level elevated
stripes. Thies poor sandy and gravely arable plains are since
0ld times pretty dense populated and kRkmxfXawkXxaAXXBNXEBXX limi-
ted area didn't allow to expad to the previously populated spots.
There are just few changes in the popomastic of the area.since
1916. Just farming estaes has changed their character and became
more dense popupated and covered with small individual staeds,

- The mqst changes occured since than around the inlet of Sventoji r
river, where_since 1923 was started fo be buillt a small' sea
fishery porte.

There are few villages in this area. 1 éventoji, 2,Butinge, 3,
Mandisk® and4.Paliepgirial. and the farming estates lButinge,
with its accesses: (estqte subdivisioﬁs) : Rutein, 8meltsche
Zelviai and KaulgrauZiai,

éventoji village is scattered over large area of 2500 acres

(1956 ha) from Lupeiki (see map pg 2) to Mondi¥ke (in the south)
Tts Parts are scattered in individual steads and some street
sub-villages, which carry either the same name of éventoji ar
the names of the owners. Thus the main village is événtoji -
Silenek(see map pg2). It is a street village, witﬁ the individual
yards both sides of the street. There were 16 individual yards

in 1916 and about 20 in 1944. Here is the most of suitable

for farmhng areas., The other part of the éventoji village is 1lo-
cated along the sand dunes, on their eas£ side. The other steads,

belonging there are groups of steads and individual one , which

carry the names of their owners(Tapel, Zybe, Balzer , Sile a.s.o.
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Usually every one indiﬁidual yard has a living block house, a pri-
mitive block shed for domestic animals, a block barn and some-
times other minor constructions if the owner 1s prosperous one.

In the bacﬂyard usualy is cultivated a vggetable garden. The poor
owvners have mostly just house and a shed.

In 1926 there were in éventoji towners

16 owning 1 and less ha of land,

64 " 1-5 ha

6 " 5-8 Ha,

BE¥XXX 13 " 8-15 ha

7 " 15-20

16 more as 20 ha,

17 landless fishermen families,

(the smallest one -1/6 ha
The largest possesion on farming land was 112 ha} Ther e were

there 88 owners of the land,total 1059 ha or 2500 acres.)

The use of the farming land was as follows:

gardens ahd orchads 26 ha,
arable area 238 "
meadows ' 346 "
brushland 12 "
pastures ‘ 229 "
of no use (swamps) 206."
others areas 2425 ha.
Total 1059 ha.

3%)
I.Kondius and V. Ruokis, Palangos kra%tas,1926, pg 114.
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In 1926 there were owned by the farmers 128 working horses.

South of éventoji river in éventoji village were 670 persons.

b. The farming estates.,

The farming estates are old farming land formations, which

were in Lithuanig as large possesions of the numerous indi-
vidual possesors. The generally are established on better and
more fertile soils and mostly were before world war managed

by the possesors by mean of numerous administration. Many of

them were managed poor, but mény of them very prosperious and
this way were the spots where the agricultural progress found
adaptation and propadation. They were chiefly in possesion of polis
nobles. An other serious possesor were the russian czar officials,
who took the land from rebeling polish nobles. On the third

place were german barons, especially iﬂ the north of Lithuania.
After lithuamians have established their republic in 1918, they
firmly went to keep down the mighty influence of non lithuanian
possesors of the farming estates and expropriated them, leaving
to the owners,u§g§§ symbolic compensation, for other expropriated
land, SO ha large aregs with the necessary cénstructiqns.

The same was dene with the fa#ming estates of Butingé ’ ielviai,
Kaulgrauziai and others. The expropriated land was given“as gift to
the lithuanians, especially destinguished in the battles for
independent Lithuania. There are left to the former owner

80 ha.of land, and the xEmaximst remnants partitioned bebween lithua-

- nians. The new steads are of same shape and constructions as

other farm steads , describet above(pg82-85).
The farming estotes themselves have kept their old yards with

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9



Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9 90

their big constructions and living houses as much other farming
constructions(some cénstructions were taken by the gouvernment also
if they were not definitly necessary for the remainder of the fhr-
ming estate). Thera are to find still big barn, large sheds, big
1;ving houses, when sometimes very neglected, k% large oytcads

8 eSe0s

In mést cases the farming estates formed latter lithuanian towns.,.

. The same is with the farming estate of Butinge,which went to estab-
1ish a'town and a cultgral center qf_the viceinity (ch urch, post
office, police station, school a.s.o.)

Butinge farming estate has a church, to which the pariosheners

of éventoji belong. It was built in 1824 and is alutheran church
In 1950 was built an other, a Roman catholic chirch.Before the
fishery port in éventéji was going to be built, Butinge and Palan-

ga were the the cultural and administration centers of the area.

S5e Judicial conditions till 1944.
Since 13 th century the latvians and curonians were under strong

influence of the german culture, like the lithuanians were under po

polish one since 15 th century. Unless russians, who took over

the of latvians and curonians populated area since 17 th century

» the influence of the german wgs alive al; time thru wup to the
1919 . It found its expression in the laws, applied for this area,
the éventoji area included. The latter Latvia.was ruled under

czar gouvernment with special Code of Curonia,which was %Ry

grounded on the german laws and customs.This situatibn remained

till 1944, because the Lithuanian Republic was not able to creat

its owmn,uniform Code of lawsst)

“/In Lithuania were in use four law codes, diff .
; _ er ¢
areas, making the Lithuanian Republic. Author ont to various
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The territorial water zone of Russian Czarist Empire was the

same of the Republic of Lithuania, because it sbccesed the russian(
laws, It is the same in the Soviet Russia. Thus according to

the russian "Prize Law March 25 th, 1895 and April 8 th, 1903,

the territorigl waters extendx 12 sea miles seaward(one sea

mile equals 1.832 km,)The right of cabotage and territorial
fishery belog to the citisens of Russia alias Lithuania.

The custom duty in thg territorial waters is far as 3 sea miles, =

accordind to this law, )

_+6. Coastal guard and defence of the coast.

Up to 1914 the russian czarist gouvernment has a serious defence
system , estdmlished along the Nemunas yiver, with some minor

bases on the german border in Lithuania, On the Baltic coast they
didn't pgy much attention and the coasy Wag guarded just by the
usual coasbpal guard whiqh was incluyded in the system of the minist-
ry of treasupp., In 1914, when the World war I has broken up, ru-
ssians made same primitive fortificatiOns_of the coast, which vere
simly trenches, defended by the infantery. There were minor
fightings along the shore, some bombardments_of the shore by

the german navy, but all this was primitive, poor and not of im-
portance. Russians, driven by the germans much eastwards (operation
Augustowo and operation Grodno) forced the russians to abandon the

Baltic coast almost without struggle, Than russiams have

=

%) Svod zakonov Rossiiskoi Imperii 1893 ed. Volume VII, part I.
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withdrawn on the puna{paugava line).
In 1918 was proclaimed a Liphuanian republic and after couple
Years of the fightings for the independence borders set. The Sven-

toji area came as friendly agreement between lithuanians and lat-

vians to Lithuania.
Lithuania successed all the old russian system of the defence of thg
coast~ there were.no serious instalations for the defence

The coast guard system of former czarist Russia was based on the
military, which was stationed along the state borders and 6n the
Baltic coast, There were even three lines.of the guards, =Ehazkirg
checked by the under and regular officérs. Nevertless the smgg=-
1ing'25¢22ﬁ?22%%00ds over pziiborder on land and on seq_bloomed all
time, there was the russigm military guard,The smugglig was very
good and easyly organized, because the smugglers cooperated

with the russiam‘guard, giving them money as bribe, Usualy, the
russian guardmen, finishing their service in the army went home

as rich people, This way was organized the 1llegal emigration of

the 1lithuanian population to USA (over Germany)

Since 1921 when lithuanianggot this sbripe of the Baltic coastsz,

it was introduced exatly same guarding system as it was in use

in old Russian Empire. The resukts were same, bribery and smuggling
bloomed till the lithuanian admi'istration canceled the military

- guard and set a police service sProperly paid and properly controlle
The smuggling was stopped practically.

The lithuanian border police was patroling along the coast

daily and nightly.‘On the passes thru the dunes 1in a distances
of3~4 km. were constructed simple lumber shanties, to get

protecthon for one man against rain and snow fluries, -

In Lithuania was only one coast guard sfip "Prezidentas Smetona'.
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It waé old german ship(se picture pg 96), very slow and not able to
prosecute the smugglers. A military importance of that ship was negli
the beginning of
glble an had to be considered more as a training(EHT§=?FF‘Eﬁa 1li-
thuanian navy msmx (There was no navy in Lithuania).
The soviet russians, after they came to Lithuania and occupied it
in 1940, has paid much attention to the guarding of the borders and
especlally of the Baltic coast. All the coast several kilometers
deep was under supervision of the coastad guard (same border guard)
with special formations of NKVD. The enﬁrance into this zbne was
allowed just under special permission of the local and highest
central authoritky in Kaunas.The entering persons were checked
and searched before and than the permission was issued. The na-
tive population didnt require thiese permitions, but were very
sharply observed a nd individually studied by the local communist
party officlals and the officials of NEKVD.,They were inspected when
they left for sea (fishing), thah checked and inspected at sea by
the soviet mxxk navy xxhixig vessels, and again very sharply
checked,when they came home. It was very burdenous proscdyre,
This pertodl1940-~1941) russians couldn'y establish the proper
controll of the coast zone and the author, who had to do in the
éventoji Fishery Port in earty 1941 could undisturbed go from
Darb&nai thru the forests and bushy fiekds go thru up to the

éventoji not to be checked by the soviiet coastal guard,

‘ Now it is the zsituation much different. one. It is not known

to the author in details. The lithuanian emigrant press 1ndlcates§)
that russians are guarding the Sventoji area ve#j tight. Some

indications poit that in the forest east of Sventoji s Where the

‘ entrance for the civiec polulation is prohibited, there is bullt

a coastal defense system.Thera are to observe much military.

’JN-QPH KlauJoma X7 2 fu va , 195,
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N~ $2-1939 30,

\

Co0 The only{lithuanian coast guard ship, leaving

Klaipeda,after Hitker Germany took over it,
1939,
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PART II1. FISHERY PORT 1IN SVENTOJT
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1. History.
In the past there were many attempts made to condtruct the fishery

and even a commercial sea port in éventoji.All those attepts failed

(competition of the more suitable ﬁeighbour ports in Klal peda ahd

Liepaya).

After 1921, when the thhuanla received the Baltic coast strlpe

on theBalthe from Latvia, there were some seriousm progects

discused, how to built the sea port again,

In 1923 came to Lithuania the Klaipeda autonomous district, which

was before the part of-Eastern Prussia. There was an o0ld proper
not freezing

fishery and merchant (commercial)(ﬁ??zﬁz?ff It was the nabural

outlet of the Nemunas river are, which formed 2/3 of the te-

rritory of Lithuania. Thus the sea port in éventoji Alost on

actuality and the idea to construct thére a~port has to be con-

sldered from the different points}af?vuﬁg/

When the fishery port in éventoji was decided to be constructed

as a fishery port of mino? impobtance, so was the fear that rising

Germany will take the port h Klaipeda with the all districf of

Klaipeda away. This was a real thinking, because it went reality

in 19;9 .

Since spring of 193@ were under project and fullfillment more

serious constructiions in sea port in éventoji. It was proposed to

construct a necessary sea port as substltutlon'go the lostnKlai-

peda. Even fantast;c pdans took mkxsmm= place-to construct the 11-

thuanian navy base. Navy as such didn't exist in Lithuania.

The world war II in 19@0 -1945 interrupted thiese attempts.

It was constructed as a fishery port of minor use and under

haevy spendings and much of work was temporarily worked out to
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admit minor vessels of 12' sinking. In 1940 the drift sand
closed it again against sea ships of that size.

As a sea port is éventoji fishery port of minor use for it have
no river as Nemunas or Neris, which are navigable. The §ventoji
river bs nd substitute to them and thus the port has ﬁo

opened background and is dependable on the rail road trafdc,
which is expensive one and can perfectly substitute the water-

wayse.

2. The project of 1924, ) |

According to this project, the fishery port in éventoji had to

be constructed in 3 stages: (see drawing pg.le403D

The first one was:

1 To construct the water breaks C and D around the outlet of
the_éventoji river., leaving a 60 m. wide space as  outer

meles
gate.and Interior) webor—tyargs "P" and "G" ,

2. To extend thiese two water breaks to the depth of 2 m, (6,51)

3. To excate the channel "H" up to the interior gate "F-G"

and the fishery harbour "J",
4 To méke the fishery harbour "J" good for 100 fisher motor
boats and to construct the_quéﬂ on the western bank of "J".
5. To reinforce the southern bank of the évehtoji river in its

loop between "K" ang "J"

6. To construct the necessary constructions (living, storage ect)

The second stage has “foreseen

1. To extend the both outer water breaks to the depth of the 5 m.

(some 181)
%) Technika 1933, pg 157
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2+ To construct the eastern quai for the main operations of the
port in "J"
3.iMore constructions according to the enlarged activity of the

port.(rail road road station-nafrow_gauge’ and ma y others)

The third stage projected

1. An extension of the water breaks to the depth of 7-8 metres
get

(some 251') to allow to the marine commercial ship to mmmm in.

2'.T° excavate and to extend the "J" harbour far backward over

"K", Tnuthhauminau up to the dam and lock "M",

The whole project was figured out for 15 millions Litasst)
The construction was accomplished just of a first stage and
is not much diffgrend,supposingly, from the situation existing

at present there,

S+ Completipgn of the port constructions

Lithuania was always short on enginering man.power and expirienced
Séa port constructors ware in Lithuania at all not available,

The appropriations were short also, A foreigﬁ comtractor took care
of construction. under the supervision of the lithuanian civil
ingeneer J. éimoliunas, and latter on J.Losinskas). The all enter-
prise was an expensive experiment and painfull training for the

native civiimimgk engineers., The mistakes made were burdenous

#)About 2 million USA dollars in 1933, Author
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are almost not to fix, especially the first construction-

this of the southern and most important Wwater break(see

bélow).

4, Appropriations-:

In a period of 1923 to 1933 were spent 3.692.,168 Litas
(about 370.000 $). Here were included also the consbructions
of roads and living constructions, bridges, fixing of nararow
gauge rail road ect) ‘ .

In 1934 to 1940 was spent abput 2,200,000 Litas( or about_
150.0004), Total in 1923 -1940 : round 6 mil. Litas or 520.000%.
The average appropriations for those constructions run about
330,000 a year, but in the 1959 they were as high as 700,000
Litas and in 1940 480,000Litas, because of the lost of the
Klaipeda and preparations in the éVentoji to fit this port

for some commercial purposes(see below).

5. Constructions in de&t ls‘

8. The Outer Harbour "B" (see dwawind pg. 101,102,103)

It was started to constrgct in 1924. The area including in the
harbour is largé}as 4 Ha, or about 10 acres. It was all time

a transit harbour , without any special installations there.

It was bordered by the outher waterbreaks "C" and "D" and
iﬁ??&or hrazk Wézzg===b¥eaks "F'" and "G". The Outer gate "C-D"
60 m. wide and of the natural depth of abput 2 metres was
proposed to keep steady under excavation up to the 3.5 metres
all harbour thru to the interior gate"F:G" and some behind it.

The excavation had to take place in a shape of a channel

some 100 m,., wide.
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TOPOGRAPHY OF THE
FISHERY PORT IN SVENTOJI
JUNE 1932

Scales:

1"s 208" 1.2500
KEY: :

CANAL

FISHERY HARBOUR
BACK HARBOUR
BLIND RIVER ARM

PROPOSED EXTENTION OF QUTER
OUTER HARBOUR HARBOUR
SOUTHERN WATERBREAK
NORTHERN WATERBREAK

AN OPENING OLD BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER
SOUTHERN MOLE DAM,LOCK AND BRIDGE
NORTHERN MNOLE NEW BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER

——— +——.5.0'CONTOUR LINE OF MAXIMAL FLOOD STAND £5,A.

oZTZTr x - T

_®s
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TOPOGRAPHY OF THE
FISHERY PORT IN SVENTOUJ!
JUNE 1940

|
{
'

1"=208'

PROPOSED EXTENTION ?&é’a%r“
OUTER HARBOUR uR
SOUTHERN WATERBREAK
NORTHERN WATERBREAK

AN OPENING

SOUTHERN MOLE

NORTHERN MOLE

— ¢, 5.,0' CONTOUR LINE OF MAXIMAL

Scales:
KEY:

oZzrF x © T

1:2500

CANAL

FISHERY HARBOUR

BACK HARBOUR

BLIND RIVER ARM

OLD BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER
DAM,LOGK AND BRIDGE
NEW BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER

FLOOD STAND
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TOPOGRAPHY OF THE
FISHERY PORT IN SVENTOUJI
JUNE 944

Scales:
1= 208' . 1:2500
KEY:
A PROPOSED EXTENTION OF QUTER H CANAL
HARBOUR
B OUTER HARBOUR J FISHERY HARBOUR

G SOUTHERN WATERBREAK K BACK HARBOUR

D NORTHERN WATERBREAK
E AN OPENING

F SOUTHERN MOLE

G NORTHERN MNOLE

L BLIND RIVER ARM

N OLD BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER
M DAM,(LOGK AND B8RIDG

O NEW BED OF SVENTOJI RIVER

— ¢ =, 5.0' CONTOUR Ll';E OF MAXIMAL FLOOD STAND
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This depth was proposed for the wholevarea of the 4ha, but never

kkept thru. Just the channel was subject for the excavations.

The fallure &f the southern water break construction(see'below)
caused haevy formations of the drift sand banks inside of the
outer harbour, especially in the areas of the both gates(C#D" and
"F-G"). This harbour after an errection of the southern water
break grew to the most dangerous area on the whole coast for
during the stormy wgather and storms, which fised to form

short and high waves, the lowest point of the waves reached

sandy

the bottom and thiis way crushed the fisher poats droping
bottom.

them from the top of the waves directly on the

The excavation mgchines used to work staedily and the zmx
madt &8RO 30.000

expences to maintain the channels clean BExRORxTLitas annu-
1lly.

This situation'was existing till Klaipeda sea port was lost

fo Germagsr%z 19%9 Than has to leave Klaipeda the only li-
thuanian coast guard ship "Prezidentas Smetona" (see pg. 96)
and some other native vessels, which had no home and were kept -

at ppen sea three month¢ long(apmarch to guly) long, Beeeausc

1&@ SventOJl port -could them not accept because of theib

mamparx relative high sinking, Thus 1t was a latvian drag ship

hired, which worked hardly three month to clean a channel
sultable to go thru to the vessels of 12' sinking. (seelgg 10?

- This depth was existing in the outer chamnel AT, "B, "H" and "J"

all 1939 autumn and even in the spring of 1940. Short before
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Lithuanian coast guard . ship "Prezidentas Smetona" in

§Ventoji fishery port in summer 1938
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Kt The dutc%.frighter "Reze" in the fishery port of

Sventoji in summer 1938.
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_- Dutch frighter "Reze" in the fishery port of Sven-

toji in summer 1938
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1:43 Dutch frighter "Reze" loading slippers in the fishery
port of éventoji in summer 1938,

T R
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the russian invasion into Republic of Lithuania in summer
1940, the storms closed the chanales again with the sand
banks and thus trapped the coast guard ship "Prezidentas
Smetona". This situation lasted till summer of 1944 to the
end of the german oca pation of this country and even long

after war, supposingly up to early fiftieths, because in 1952

was the activity of this port revived.
de v .
The presentQFgfﬁgéion of the Sventoji harbours (supposition

of the author) should be close to that in 1938 suumer -
1940 summer, (see Pg 102), except back yard harbpur "K", which

may be made deepere.

b. The hrmakxwx water breaks.
ba. The southern one. "C".
The most important and protective is the southern water break

for it has to protect the port from the drift sand and hae-

vy waves of the SW storms, which are here dominant. It is

the longest about 380 m(1250 feet) and was proposed to construct
it mostly strong.

The construction begun 1925 early in the spring and completed

at the same year in autumn.

The construction is a wooden one,The piles were made of 50-40

cm RX ( 14-16 ") in diameter pine (Pinus sylvestris) trunks.

The material fpr this purpose was taken of first class. They
were cut ab neighbég/ state forest districté(ferest-master

districts)(see pict, in the attached here Technika 1933, pg 174)

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9



Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9

-110~

The piles were secured with the pile shoes, made by the.
native black smiths and driven by mean of theb old fashioned
easy working pile driving machine (see pict. in Technika pg 162.
163,252,

The piles were driven at a distance 0.5 m from each to other
(distance between centers of thepiles). They Wwere consolidated
by mean of cross beams and bolts 1. at water level and 2.on
the top of the piles.(see drawing pg. 111 here).

The piles were driven in two rows . The distance between the
rows made at shore line Oﬂ?z?d;taedily increasind going seaward
« At the end of the water break head it was 7 m. wide. The both
rows were reinforced with special addifiional piles and cross
beams, connected with the iron bolts. The mean width of the
water break is 5 m (16.5!'), ' _

The both outer breaks are elewated 2.5 m( 8,2!') above the

sea level ¢ mean table).

The piles and ;Bﬁ@gﬁ%ﬂﬁtfrom-the outher siggpggre reinforced
by mean of big(f?SE'HZEEZ with 10 em, (4")[0.7 m above and
0.30 cm below the sea level. It was the protection against

ice destructions. | 3

The driving in 1into the sea bottom length of the piles varled
pretty much; 2 m at the shore (6.5') and 5 m. (16.5') at the

heads. 3)

i) Technika 1933, 288,
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Every 2.5 metres across the water break body were driven
cross rows of piles, which with the walls of the water breaks
formed closed boxes. The pll<es were reinforced with top

and cross beams and bound to them with iron bolts. Thss

made boxes were filled with the field stopes, which were
taken from the stony fields in the area around Darb&nai.

The filling and the construction of the water break were

not adequate and not complete, Even 1t was left a specilal
opening in order to maintain a staedyvfurrent of the sea
water thru the outer harbour , which%i%g turn had to

wash away the accomulations of the drift sand in the harbours.
This opening did exatly the opposite. The outer harbour very
soon w:s full of sand banks and hindered the trafic very much.
(see pg.103) . It was recognlzed that construction of the
Water break was a failure. It was going to help this situ-
ation and the opening"E" closed, anyway the construction of
the body of the water break and its filling was a failube
also and couldn't afford to stop the penetration of the

drift sand into the harbours. There were driven wooden planks
on the outer side of the breaks in order to protect the

break from the penetrating sand and this step helped not
much. Since than the problem of the blocking of the outer
harbour "B" with the dr%ft sand is a staedy trouble of the
lithuanian and noﬁf f the soviet lithuanian gouvernment.

The wooden plank wall was constructed as long as 270m, or about

70%% of the wqater break length.
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The mass of the drift sand brought into the both harbours
in the period of the 1927-1930 could be estimated for 5-
10,000 cub. metres (165.000 to 330,000cub. 1) %)It was ler-
ned that 1. directly thru the outer gate coming sand made
22/50 of that mass, 2 thru the water breaks 9/50 and 19/50

as sidements from the river.

The russian sources inform #%) that in the period of 1930~
1940 there wereAsedimented in the shore area at éventoji

3-5 m( 10 to 16.5 ') sand. There is nothing said“about

the period 1940-1955. Supposingly there are huge mases of
drift sand accumulated around the outher harbour and the
beach is far larger as it was in 1923.

More illustration are shown in the here attached Technika
1933 on the pg. 161(#28), 163 (#31)

169 (#47), 227, 228, 234 and 239.

116
The northern water break "D" (see pg XX#xand 115 here)

The northern water break "D" is of an secondary importance
but the mistakes made in the southern one trained the con-
structors, and when the construction of the northern water

break was proposed less stronger il—wes—ee result srore
Sevriel - ‘

S A iﬁfﬁgf southern one.
a .

%) Technika 1933, pg. 159.164.175
‘ **) K.Bieliukas. Litovskaya SSR 1955
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This water break made good service also because the main type

of the drift there is a gravel, which is hard penetratind triough t
~ the structure.

It ;i much shortef 228 metres (about 7501) lqmg. The width and

the construction.samé as of the southern one. It was constructed

in 1926.(see pg. 118)

The material spent for the both of the breaks.
Items Southern one Northern one
Total length - 380 m. 228 m,
Total number of the
1882 : 1202
driven in piles 17 .434 m 10,026 m.
3 YThe total length
of the driven into
bottom piles
4Timber of 30 cm &
in longltudinal metres .
with $10% of loss 19.071

5. The mean drive in

metres of the piles

into the bottom 3456

6. Various beams, joints,
crossings & other ma-
terial 18-22-30 cm in @ 4920 m per both breaks
Special crossing-beams of
split timber of 22 cm in # 1253 m,
S. Pile shoes 4346 kg
.9. Bolts, edge reinfor

cing, angles, joints, bars 20,000 kg 12280 kg
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4
5% The top view of the northern water break in 1938

On the horizon the homeless lithuanian coast guard

ship Prezidentas Smetona'.
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10. Field stone f£ill 8.000 cub m. 4,000 cu m.
‘ 11l Galvani zed nails
with 10 cm caps 35,000 pieces 21.870 pileces
. ' 'd. The channel "H" (see pg 120 here)

It was proposed to make it 3-3.5 m (10-12') deep. This was ob-
tained allready in 19%9—1940. Beside of the fiShery harbour "J"
this channel is tlge deepest part of the system of the fishery port.
It was used mainly for maneuvering, but some auxilliary ve-
ssels(drag ships ect) were stationed here over the winters.,
In the 19?9 there was excavabions up to 14 ' deep. The mud and
"fine sand drift of the éventoji river is not abundant and after
dam and lock "M" Was coﬁstructed, the sediments setting below
them is not high and supposingly this channel was easy to clean
‘ for russian soviet gouvernment after 1950, |
It is about 100 m. (330!') wide. Their.banks were reinforced by the
simple driven wooden planks, without to be used for the lashing

of the boats and other like vessels,

e. The moles of. the ir_ltérior gate "F" and "G".(see pg 120 here

and the drawind on pg. 101-103) |

They both were constructed in 19031-1932:%), The southern mole

"F" was 105.5 m (350') and the northern "G" -112.,02 m( 370 ')
They were constructed of simple wooden planks driven in two parra-
“lel rows in 2-2.5 m distance and closed on the end by the

cross row of piles of ’the same tjrpe. Both rows were reinforced
. by cross beams and filled with the shore sand. The surface of

the filling was paved with field stones.
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The general view of the channel "H" and

the interior gates from east.
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for was ' -
Their constructiong ==n fip to 348,000 Litas (35.,0008).

They protect the entrance to the channel "H" pretty good. i)

f. Fishery harbour "J" (se%pg. ¥XZ#X 122 and 123 here)

It 1is the most important part of the port)for here were proposed
to keep thé fishery fleet and to develop the main operations.

The nghber of the fishery motor boats was proposed as high as
100. They were still in 1944 very different in types and power.
Some were equipped with the motors of 5-10 HP. 6=12 m of length.
There were some sail boats. The small and primitive sail boats
of poor rishermen were kept direct on the beach, wher from they
took for sea, if the weather was favorable.

The proposed depth was 2 m(6.,5'). It was obtained in 1930,

In 19§9 (summer) thé large nart of this harbour was excavated

up to 1l4' and was suitable to accept the vessels with the

loaded sinkink of 12 feet. Even now supposed this part to be not
under 10 feet, because of minor sediments in the rX by the

lock and dam checked river, ‘i & /4 ,f@,lé{:i)

The width'of this.harbour is 75-80 m(250-~ 260')f2hd is large as -
1l ha or 2.5 acres.

On both sides of the harbour are constructed quais (see below)
andhﬁigx is the bussiest part of the fishery port. Here are

stationed over winter the main vessels, belonging to the port.

%) Technilta 1933, pg 294.
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Ud

The fishery harbour "J" in autumn 1939 in Sventoji.

looking from interior gate.
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jﬂ Fishery harbour "J" in autumn 1939, looking from

the channel "H".
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‘ g. The back harbour "K" (see drawing on the pg 101-103)
It was natural Sventoji river bed and was practically untouched
till 1939. Against the main bed of éventoji river north of
this harbour it was wlosed by the lock and dam "M".The dam
. was 82 m and the lock 12 m. long (270' and 40'). Above them
conrudct
was a wooden bridge constructed to béwd the Svento ji Island
with the Main land. The goal of the dam and 1éck was to keep
the river mud amd sand away from the operating areas in the
fishery port water areas.
This harbour is 420 m. (1350 1) long, 80 m( 260') wide and
3.4 ha (8 acres) large. The depth in 1938 was 1.5 to 2 m.
( 5 to 6.,5').
In 1939 was going to construct on the eastern bank a qu%y and
. a normat gauge rail road station was proposed to build there
(see chapter about quais below) .
The southern bank of the curve between this harbour "K" and

Tishery harbour "J", was reinforced with stonex pavement .

h. The quais,

The previously stady active and changing water table of the

éventoj' river in its lowest part (outket), caused %g mighty sand
rmed -

banks i&gugﬁm by the SW storms ,awnd %han a rising ef=hkize water

. table in the outlet, made the construction on the low western

bank of the fishery harbour "J" inpossible. The sand dunes in

thié area were low , destroyed by the wind and water. It was

dangerous to make serious construction there. Anyway the first

guay for the lashind and launching of the fisher boat fleet was
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here first. This was started to construct in 1925 and fini-

shed in 1928, like the construction of the reinforcment of the
southern bank of the Sventoji river loop between "K" and "J".
kx. |

ha. The reinforcement of this loop , finished in 1928, (see

pg 126 here) consisted of a lyier of the field stones 30 cm
(12 ") in & put above and below of the mean water table of the
Sventoji river. The reinforcing above the line was gz specially
carefully done in order to protect the loop banks from destruc—
tion by the high water. Here in some cases the stones were pub
(worked out ones) on the preliminary lyier of the juniper twig
bundles. (Type & "A" &n the pg 126)There are 40 m. long rein-
forcement of this type. The otherl20 m (395 ') were of type "B",
In 1938-,1940 all the southern bank of the loop was reinforced

this way of the stone pavement up to the Dead End lagoon"L".

bank
hb. The left hand of the fishery harbour "J" in tthe period

(which 1n Lhete fenn wéd
of the 1925-1928 was reinforced w

ith wooden .plank piling,) rein-
forced by mean of the steel bars . Above the plling.¥he slopes
Sfonfs

were paved with worked out (KA#XAIX (hewed). The piling was

driven into bottom 1-1.5 m,ithan bound in the normal water
table line with cross beams., The surface of the graveled
quaifroad was rised up to 1 m. above the maximal water table
line(see pg 12? here )’.‘ _

This construction was lzﬁxmixﬁﬁixﬁiimng.158 m ( 520') long
The pilles were used 6 m (30') long and 18 cm (645") thick

The quai road was paved with the field stones and all con-
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TYPE HAII

19, REINFORCEMENT TYPES OF THE
SVENTOJ!I RIVER BANKS

SCALE 1“=10' «~ 3,0 METRES

TECHNIKA 1933-7, PG 247
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‘ sruction 1is pr?:ty solid and adeqt_zate to perfiorm the necessary

operations in the fishery harbour. (see pg. XXXIX 129)
Hg’The eastern’ quay of the fishery harbour "J", see pg 129 .
‘ In 1938-1939 was gonstructed the eastern quai of the same

type that was constructed 158 m of the western one. Here
was translocated the narrow gauge rail redd tracks and
a terminal station established there. The connection with the
main land was accoﬂégshed by the graveled road and the wooden
bridge over dam and lock.(see scheme pgl39) Itwii-the bussiest
quai in 1938-1944 , There were constructed main dwelling and

storage costructions. The pavement was elevated ab%€'2 metres

above the normal water table.

hg The eastern back harbour quﬁy.

In 1939-1940 were reinforced the remnant southern bank
in the loop of the éventoji river with the type of reinforcement
shown here pg 126, of type "A" and a new , the eastern quai

on the east shore of the back harbour ("K"), was started to
construct of same type as it is shown here Pg.129., It was

proposed aw long as 150 m, In 1944 it was still under cone-

. struction.
This quai was proposed as a latter fishery harbour and a

RERREWXXAX normal rail road station (terminal) was propo-

sed to construct there (see sheme pg.l13Q item # 52)
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J_{L{ The eastern quai\j of the fishery harbour "J", 1939,
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Accordind to the russian present informations#) 1s now
a fishk¥mg canning factory woring in theport of éventoji.
It , supposingly, is constructed whef it was projected in 1940-

1941. Supposingly the mentioned here qual is at present
s k

finished and /An use,

6. Reinforeing of the sand dunes

The dunes between the fishery harbour "J" and the sea ,
some area north of the channel "H" and sbduth of the Port Road
(see scheme pg 130 ) were reinforced with the plantings of sand
dune grasses, willow bushes and the pine plantings. It was plané
ted and seeded , beginning in 1925 and kept thru to 1939. Some
40 ha area of the sand dunes was reinforced. This reinforcing
was on same places deatroyed and replaced with new seedings
and plantings. Generally the plantings were succesfullmme one
and at present could be supposed that all the sand dune area
around the Sventoji fishery port #s under a pine forest.

The late indications of the soviet lithuanian forest officials

show that the sand dune reforestatlion is $till the trouble
child of the lithuanian forestry. It 1s very possible that
during the battles for Klaipeda in 1944 (octobeb) the large
areas of the plantings were destroyed as it is the case of the du-

nes on the Curonian Peninsula .m AM M&K '

In early thirties was started to plant a park (see pg 130)

3t) K. Bieliukas , 1955 Litoskaia SSR.
#3%) Musy Girios#2 ,1957 pgl.
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The park has been formed of pine (Pinus sylvestris). If it
got saved from the war destruction,there should grow the 25 years

old pine stand. (see pg. 83)

& The weather stand signalization (see pg 133 here)
To inform the fisher boat crews about the weather conditions

there was constructed a simple signalization station, which

hoodaw
was made of a (post with sighns and the storage shanty. The

weater stand informations were telephoned from the Kldipeda
sea port meteorologic stationx and disposed after that on the

' and black bglls
signalization post in the day time with color flags\and in the
night by mean of color lamps . The signalization was of the german
type, used since o0ld times in port of Klaipeda.

Storm‘signals were set in Sventoji in the day time: %)

1 a. One black ball

Wind 6 to 7 balls strong. Direction
_undetermined.
b, Two black cones. The upper, tappered upright, the lower-

tappered down.
The storm of undetermined direction
(either SW or NW,)

2 One black cone , tappered down
Storm from SW

3. Two black cones, tappered down
Storm from SE

4. One cone tappered upright

Storm from NW

5. Two black cones tappered geowun upright
. Storm from NE

" mechnika 1933, pg 175 & 266
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46 SIGNALIZATION ~ MAST IN
SVENTOU!

SCALE ["s 15

TECHNIKA 19337, PG.266
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The night signals:
1 One red lantern
undetermined direction of 6-7 balls wind
2. Two white lanterns one over an other one
Storm from SW
3., Two lanterns, the upper white, the lower red one
Storm from SE
4, Two red lanterns one over an other one
Stoem from NW
5.Two lanterns. Upper one red, the lower one white
Storm from NE '
At present it supposed to be changed to the russian signalization

system.

8. The meteorologic station.::)

In 1925 and in 31926 a meteorologic station was active in Butinge
oA el eh aD

with a water table registration station a¥wo. Since 1926 it
was moved to the fishery port of éventoji and located on the
éventoji island.

The russian sources at present do operate with the data taken

from Palanga and Kld peda meteablogic stations. It seems that at

present there is no more meteorologic station in éventqji. Probably

the water level registration is still made in éventoji.

3#)Technika 1933, #7, pg 164,165
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9. The Light tower |
In 1931-1944 there Was(é”ﬁght tower in Sventoji actiws., It
was 1lnstalled at the farther end of the“northern water breaks:)
It was single wooden post(see pg 135 here) painted white .
The acetelin lamp was set on the top of the post, which was 5.5 m
(18 ') above the sea level and was visible as far as 7 sea miles
(13 km).
The acetelin lamp produced light flashes
light 0.3 second
darkness 2.7 seconds long. The total tour was 3,0
seconds long.

The geographical position of the ligh tower was

56o 02' northern latitude and

21O 04 eastern longitude.
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SVENTOSIOS UOSTAS IS JTROS PUSES

.Q? The light tower on the head of the northern water break(fﬂﬁfzy-

in §ventoji fishery port and general view of the port

looking from the sea,
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PART IV . THE FISHERY IN SVENTOJI .
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THE FISHERY IN THE AREA AROUND SVENTOJI.

l. The Baltic sea and its resources.
The ?altic sea is a relatively young one and thru the ages
. has made several times changej a8 @ine or as a fresh
waber formation. '
The salinity of it is low- about 1% and in its northern portions
has almost a chrakter of the fresh water lake even with the
nunerous representants of the fresh water ichtiofauna.
The ichtiofguna of the Baltic sea is poor on spe cies 1iving
there as the size of the individuals, which in other seas grow
much bigger,
In lithuanian waters the ichtiofauna is represented by the
. about 60 species of fishes. Just negligible number of them is
used by the commercial fishery. They count just 12 species (mee.
Yelow), Among them 5 families with some 8 species deliver the
bulk of the coastal fishery.They are:
1 Herihg family -Clupeidae:
a.baltic hering-Clupea harengus, var. baltica
b. spbatt - Clupea spratus
2. Flat fish family-Pleuroncctes:
& . Turbot-Rhombus maximus and
‘ b. Flounder-Pleubonectes flesus
3. Cod fish family -Gadidae |
a The cod-Ga&dus morrhua
4 Eel family -Muraenidae

‘ 8. The common eel-Anguilla vulgaris
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5.The salmon family-Salmonidae
a.Buropean (atlantic) salmon-Salmo salar
6.0thers families , which give the fishery few representants
as smelt-Osmerus eperlanus and others, which have no impor-
tance to the commercial fishery.
Among the typical sea water fishes there gre_sdme times catched

the fresh water fishes like northern pike,some minnows ect.

L Thre—fish—-production

The Baltic coastal waters of Lithuania are available to the
lithuanian citizens (now of Soviet Russia) as fa as 12 sea miles
from the shores. Behind them there are the international waters
where =XXkmx is allowed-for everybody. _ |

Till 19Qq%he lithuanian fishers didn't use the international
waters intensivelly, because the sea fishery was poor organized
and the haevy equipment was just little available, The trawl
net were .going to use ‘widely some about 1935,

The sea fish resorces were used to little and not uniformelly.

The fish was abundant on the shores of Lithuania, avol sea
N Mf;&sl«@da

2 AREAL DESTRIBUTION OF THE FISHES IN THE COASTAL WATERS.

The desktibution of the fishes depends mainly on the disribution

of the sea food, which they use.

In 1928 the lithuanian gou&ernmeht invited a danish marine
ichtiologist Dr. Blegvad , who studied and described the .food
and fish destribution &n the coastal zone of the Baltic around
Sventoji o)

X Techming 1933, p2. (Fo~15/
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Ile drew this pic?yre:

a. The zone of the 1-20 m( 3-65') produces on the 1 sq. m.

area of the bottom 1-4 grames of fish food. Here are growing the
young flounders and the whole area has no significance for thé
commercial fishery, unless it is of big importance for the breeding
of the young fishes and as the ground where the small fishes
(smelt, minnows ‘) are catches for the purposes of bait.

The ground here is sandy and hard one.

b. Zone between 15 and 50 m, 8f depth bears about 20 to.80 grames of
fish food on a sq. m. of the bottom area. The bottom is stony
and gravely. This is the typical cod ground.'
ba. Soft sandy bottom extends in the depth 20-40 m, of depth. H
Here is the most productive zone, having rich and va-
rious fish food.
baa. 14 sea miles west from éventoji in a depth of
26 m. there are 48 graﬁés of the fish food.
23 sea miles NW of Sventoji in the depth of
35 m, there are 54 grames of the fish food.
29 sea miles in the same direction in the depth
of 32 m. there were 20 grames fish food on the

1l sq. m, area.

"~ c. Clay ground at 40 m. of the depth bears mm far less on fish

food. Here is the ground ,vhere the adult flounders and some

othersx species spent the winter.
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3, THE BOTTOM FISH FOOD (BENTOS)

a. Molluscs : Macoma baltica, Mytilius edulis ‘

b. Crusters :Idothea entomon, Commarus laqusta, Bathyporea
species, Pontoporela specias, Corophium specie,
Copepodae, Cladoeera , Totatoresa

¢ worms: Spenidae , Noreidae

This is the main species of the fish food bentos.

Among, the plantal food ;gerepresented by the blue-green algas

as Aphanizomenon flos aquae and others.

plantal
A1l this food along with the microscopi¢ fauna of crusters
makes the chief flood of herings and sprattse.

The other commercial species are either carnivores or use

the bentos of molluscs. crusters and wormse.

4 ,THE FISH PRODUCTION
The official data over the catches in 1926, 1932, 1935 and

1937 were as follows: %9

Year Cod Lsalmon, Flounder Hering Sme 1t
Gadus morrhu

*hougands of

1bs| Lit.|lbs.| Lit

276 85 25 49

209 40 40 6l
760 61 13 14

1068 o7

X Jiefuvos sta?rshiKos é/a%/@@ é—}z
® (926, /73R, (735 amo’ /T3,
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Tie catches are not uniform as miich as quantitative as quali-

tative. 5 dependsj the weather and the market demand.

5. THE COMMERCIAL FISHES

1 The most importamt commercial species is the cod. It grows
- h o

55«40 cm long, XE& 1 to 1.25 kg weight. The fge 1 8-10 years.
) t+ime)

(3-4
His brother from the Iceland i1s about 2.5 times longer and|hea-

vier at the same age. Also there is it more fat as the baltic form.

The liver of the baltic cod is smaller as it has the Iceland céd.
In Lithuania till 1944 was no cod oil production and all quantity
used in this country was imported.

In 1941 a soviet russian ichtiologic kommision has visited
Lithuania and interested very much for the production of this
type. Now in Klaipeda ié a fish canning industry working, which

produce the cod liver also.

2 The éecénd most important Qommercial fish is flounder.

There are three species catched in the coastal zone of éventoji
but all they are considered by the statistic as one speéies,
The baltic flounder is also smaller and less haevy as the North
sea flounders., .

-On the ﬁhird place is the smelt. It has just local importance
and used by the native population in the coastal zone of the
continent for food, bait or fertilizer.

- The baltic‘hering is a dwarf foérm of the Atlantic hering and
is not fat. Dispite of this, the baltic hering is perfect stuff
for the canning industry, which produces various canned pro-

ducts, under various titels, This is along with the spratts
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the most 1ooked fish for the canning industry. The catches
of the herings axm vary very cénsiderably, according to the

stand of the weather. Sometimes they are very thin.

\
& TYRXOMERHENERRX The ﬁ§;£f£ is the spratt.

Their herds are rare on the shore waters of Lithuania and
‘the quantity required by the canning industry impofted chiefly
this product qu or smoked from Latvia,Supposingly it is dane
at present also. They gave the most looked and appreciated
canned fish-the spratts in oil, which is looked in the USA
also and is imported from Germany and Danemark. |

vl |
The £4fth and very appreciated fish is the atlantic salmon.
The catcher allﬂtime around vere never big. The salmon is a
disappering fish and serlous stepps are necessary to keep
the salmon on the right level.Their maw , salted,,smoked and

canned fish meat is very kooked &nd good paid.

. | LEVEL.
§ 6. THE PRODUCTION OF THE SEAVKTDCTTS UTILIZATION ERKER.

. A@v ML,
Even in 1935 the Sventoji coastal fishery was zum very primi-

tively, chiefly with the small sail boats,run directly from

the beach.There were few solid ,.serious motor boats. There

was no radio service , serving fishing fishermen.CGenerally

the fishermen tised to leave for sea rarely, not thrusting to much
for the expifience of the aged.The sui@able weater was rare,
because the Baltic here is a stormy one., They went not far from

the coast and couldh't use the farther , rich grounds.
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On other hand the deman@ for the sea fishes was never a brisk one

in Lithuania befor 1940,

The grounds were underfished énd the production shown in the sta-
tistic didn't’represent the possible and real production of the sea
In the area around the éventoji were before 1940 catched flounders
20 years of age, what is not normal and the part of the fishes

grew old without.to be catbhed and utilized.

7 FISHERMEN. (L@.e. /%'9 79, #2)
Fishermen were usually adult men, healty and strong enough
to fight the sea hardeness.The youngest were usually 18 years
old (not law but custom). 0ld peoples seldom went to sea,
In 1944 in the area of Palanga-éventoji on the entire lenght
of the lithuanian coast (17 km or about 10 miles) Were active
about 400 professionl fishermen. In éventoji and close area around
were abot 250 of them. All of them had numerous families. (5-7,

even 8-10 not rare) and thus of the fishery lived about 2500 persons

About QSng the active fishermen were till 1944 curonians. and

5% lithuanians. The lithugnians wex were chiefly farmers, who fished
Just as part time fishers,
There were no laws regulating the fishery, the limits of
the age of the fishermen, fishing time or other regulations.
Everybody could fish when and where he wanted. There was no
relief for the suffering accidents or death at sea., Just
. twonieth
in middle kkikxkkmx was established the signalization service
and in middle of thirties some profesional-economical organizations
rounded in Sventoji. '
& ° .'J W“d’
The only one old protection =am ﬁy the russian and than
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one salvation station(see map DPg 2 and

ouvernment :
lithuanian &C ,as big as necessary

pg 130, p#5), which was a
boat and spme

brick construction

th ingle oar tools (ropes, axes, hooks
to keep e si a

8. THE BOATS.

In 1937 %) on the whole length of the llthaunian coast of Baltlc
(autonomous district of Klaipeda exoluded) of about 20 km were
offioially registered 101 boats; EE%% of them were ordinary
wooden small and haevy sail boats(see rg 145 here). Generally
there were two small ‘sails. They were 5-7 m. long and2.5 m wide
with the sinking of 0.5 -0.7 m. They arre pulled out of the sea
by mean of the hand wintches or by hands, using wooden rolls,
or power of the horses. Idle boats are “usually bound to the
special piles or biger'stones on the yoe of the dunes. IV stor-
my weather they are pulled out sometimes into the depressions
between the dunes, which are usualy the roads home also.:

As mentioned before in thevnative language the beach spots,

where the boats are kept idle are called "Valgoms",

The construction material were oak planks and brass nails. Most
of curonian fishermen are able to construct such one boat by
themselves, but chiefly.they are constructed in Latvia, where
special custodians keep it ps ocupation.

The other type of the sea vessels are the motor boats, which

carry the name of "Kutter".They were as numerous as 30 %%.

They were of different construotion; size and the power of the

motors.,

#) Lietuvos statistikos metradtis 1937, pg 164
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(s . _

,%7 Typival small fisher sail boats on the beach of
Sventoji, 1939,
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ZVEJU KUTERIAI SVENTOSIOS UOSTE

’ :
‘ﬂfThe gouvernment hiild fishery motor boats-kutters in

éventoji port in 1939, '
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The other type of the kutters weré privete motor boats of the
curonian well to do fishermen. They were of very different construc-
tion, size and power. Generally they didn't exceeded the gouvern-

mental built kutters and in average were =X some shorter as they

ones, but constructed plump and haevy. They had ores if the

sails were without use. Besides of a bigger'sail they had 5f15

HP motors, driven mostk}y by the raw oil or kerosene. Eguipgent

was of lower quality.\There were no institutions , which could

help with the cheep credit to the private fishermen and therefore
private fisher kutter fleet was pretty poor. There were about
10-12 such kutters.,

The third type of the fisher boats was the small sail and ore

boats with quite weak motors of 5-7 HP. The motors were here Jjust
additional power to the sails and ores. They were just few:‘#V

All here described kutters have very appreclated the use e£X and

(?rotection of the port of Sventoji.

Because of usual blocking:of the gates with the drifted sand,

just the smallest were able to pass thru the such banks,
The others kutters oftenly mm were forced to stay home ,till the

drag ships made again the =kar strgits clear off sand.

9. Fishery equipment and the fishing methods.
In the 1937 the fishery equipment of all 440 lithuanian

coast fishermen was ::3)

%) Lietuvos statistikos metradtis 1937, pg 164.

Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9



Approved For Release 2008/03/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A003200420001-9 -149-

a. boats 101 =)
b. nets 448 (chiefly gill nets)
c+.line hooks807 ,500 units (hooks)

d.small pulling nets
53 (trawl nets included)

e. bow nets 9.

The nets are chiefly gill nets used to catch the baltic hering,
(see pg 150)., Those cotton nets were always imported from Germany
and sometimes from Sweden. There were also home made flax gill
nets. The bought nets were installed in the country by the same
fishermen.(korks and sinkers). Mainlﬁ they were 25 metr@s (82')
long 5-10 m, wide and were bound together for some kilometers
lomg. The mggh sizes were usually lO?rlS mm.

The herring flocks are not staedy available and sometimes there
are no herrings at all at the lithuanian coast. even for few
years.

The herring main catch is in winter, sometimes in spring and
some herring are cathed in summer,

The herring flocks are thin and the herring cathes are usualy
not abundant;

The herring gill nets are expensive and the stormy sea often
déstroys them and ruins the owners.

The gill net of eveh sméller mesh size were used for the catch of

the rare on the lithuanian coast spratt (Clupea sprattus).

#) All here shown figures consider just the lithuanian coast,

the coast of autonomous district of Klaipeda excluded;
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A0 Good herring catch . The duty to take out of the fishes

is of the fishermen wifes,
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b. The most significant type of commercial fishing in the coastal
waters 1s the cod catch on the hook lines. Few kilometers long
strong cotton stings(like the cotton nets they weee used qhiefly
preserved with catechu compound} are equiped with short cotton
lines and hooks. The hooks were imported from Swden. and the lines
from Germany. In 1936 were about 1,400.000 hooks in use, in 1937-
800.000.

With the lines were caught chiefly cod. They are used to batch
salmon- and halibut.dﬂéﬂ. : . a0 #bﬂé%ﬂ

The cod , which is here 56555 cm, long is cauth in-—$Hke 15, even
30 kilomeres(1l0 to 20 miles)'from the shore. The main season for
cod'is spring, summer and autumn,The bait is used of smelt. It .
is calght in the coast water from the shore, using small pulling
nets, driven by the hands. (see pg. 152 )

The salmon is there very rare and kkzx its cathes grow smaller .
Itg catch 1is comlicated and a hard job, because it is to catch

70, sometimes 100 miles(100 to 160 kilometrs) away from the shore.
The season 1is winter.‘The fishermen have to spent on the sea there-
fore sometimes 5 days, usualy 3.The hook iines for this purpose
are strong, hooks strong also. All Installation is expensive. It .
stays in water as long as.it is destroyed by =km rottenness.

This can afford just prosperous fishermen. Catches are small.,

On the hook lines are caught the halibut. Its cathhes are negli-
gible.

c. The bow nets are used to catch lampreys(Petromyzon fluviatilis)
which comes to §ventoji river to spaw. It comes in autumn, stays
over the winter and spaws in spring. Former there wese very good

catches available, but in present lampreys are in declining
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for the bait. The gapers make the crowd,
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d. Drag seines were few in Sventoji and they were used very li-

mited to catch floundres, when the weather was good one,

e. Trawl net are new equipment, used in éventoji since 1936.
They are 50 m., long, 20-25 m. long bag ihcluded. They are expen-
sive and were introduced properly just on the by the gouvernment
built motor boats. They wére cotton and imported frqm Danmark or
Germeny. The chief catches with the trawks were cod, flounder and
herring. They were very productive. There were 15 trawls in

éventoji in 1941.

10, The catches, their wvalues.

Depending on the weather at sea, the catches were very variable.
Some years were especially favorable $1916-1918). The worst year
was the 1925 , which ruined ma y weaker fishermen and caused hunger
The official statistics are very inaccurate and show always lower

cathes as it were instead. )

In 1932 was caught 345,000 kg.

1933 715,000 "
1937 4354000 "
1938 © 717,000 "

It could be roughly estimated that the mean annualy catch was

750,000 t0 800,000 kg. %)

#4) Estimate of author.

#) In 1941 (winter) the catches were registered accurately, be-
cause the palaries of the fishermen were figyed out of the delivered

weight . Amkhme,They showed in 6 months as much as in was former shown
for whole year. Author.
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The gouvernmeqt effort to construct and maintain the fishery port
in évenoji caused that each né&hﬁt year the catches were xm rising.
Thus in 1941 for 6 months were pfoduced 820,000 kg, fish meat.
lot the bad weater alone made it that the catches some years

were low. The economical situation of the country and the demand
Strongly regulated them., Sometimes fisheé were abundant, but

the low prices forced_the fishermen to keep off of wider produc-
tion,

The average catbh for one fisher boat 1In an year wzrz was as high
as 7,500 to 8.000%?;.5 to 8 metric tones) of fishes. One boat

was maintained by three fishermen famllies and thus one family

used to get annually about 2,500 to 2;700>kg. of fishess)

The average prices for one kg were about 1 Litas(sometimes far
below of this)or 10-14 USA cents.The average family consisted

in éventoji of 4-5 persons and thus a person received in an ave-

rage year 500 to 600 Litas or 70-85 USA dollars. Thus the fisher-

men were very poor. They joked that they are as long not hungry

as they had wet pants of fishing.

THEXERLEEX 11, The prices.

The itimized prices of fishes loco boat were:

50 kg. of cod 6~7 Litas

cr——

i) There were no ousters or lobster fishery i%n Sventoji. Author.
The figures are taken from Technika 1933.#7, pg 178 show this

amount for 3000 kg a family.
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50 kg. flounders 20-25 Litas

60 ihdividugl herrings

(about 2.5 kg) 0.5 Litas
1l kg salmon 3-5 Litas
1l kg lamprey 1 "
50 kg smalt 1-3 Litas
1 kg eel . 1-1.,5 "

Generally the average price for the fish production of 50 kg.
was as high as 7 to 10 Litas and the all annualy production of
800.900 kg run for 110,000 to 160.000 Litas or about 600 Litas
per one family. In the same time a english fishermen earns (one

family) about 3,300 Lstas 3)

m .

12, Fishing seasons and fishing distances

The most important for the commercial fishing in éventoji seasons
are spring and autumn.They provide the most abundant catches.

The best seasons for the indlvidual fish spedies were 3=t)

l. Herring spring (Mai, June) 25 %

autumn (Oct., Nov. Dec) 75 %

2. Cod spring(Mai thru august) 50%
autumn . 20 %
winter 30 %

3+ Flounder summer (June, july, Aug.)90%
spring (mai) 5 %

autumn (sept. oct. nov) 5 %

——rra.
S
0

¢)Technika 1933, pg 179. .
#3¢) Lietuvos statistikos metrastis 1939
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4. Saftmon autumn (sep. octe nov.,) 60 %
spring $mxk}(apr. mai, june) 3 %

winter (dec,jan. feb, march) 7 %

summer 30 7%
5., eel - . autumn (oct. nov.) 67 %
sumer (july, aug.) 28 %

spring (march , apr. ) 5 »
6. smelt : winter (nov. dec.jan. febr) 80 %
spring (march, apre) 20
7. Lamprey spring (march, apr. ) 50 %
summer (july, aug.) 10 »
autumm (octs nov.) 15 %
winter (dec. jan. febr.) 25 %

The average annualy number of trips made by the individual fisheny

boat is variable

in spring and summer 20-30 trips
30=7=-100 km distance from thecoast.

in autumn : , 10-15 trips
20 km. distance from the coast

in winter A few trips
70-100 km away from the coast. The trip takes
3, even 5 days. There is a salmon fishing.
Generally in winter the sea is with no fisher
'boats. 9 |

On holidays and sundays there is no fishing.usualy..

R Jeehnina (33, N 7., /@f V78,
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13 Fish sale and fish industry. before XHZZXXIANE 1940,

The fish production, as it was mentioned above (pg.154)
was restricted by the very limited demand on sea fishes. The user
of the sea fishes are mostly the coaétal population itself, thah
the main land. The low buying power of the lithuanian population
some yar® hindered the production very much.
The fishermen sold their production directly from the boat. Only
few fishermen, who owned the small smoke houses, kept some pro-
duction for themselves or for sale as worked out production. The
financial power of the such fishermen were very limited and many of
them worked in smokgoéguse for the merchants,
The merchants Were(j€W§;; . They had no adequate Iinvestations
and money. They used to buy the catches, to transport to Palanga
or XXX Darbenal and there pfocceded to final sale products.,
The most of the catches, especially of the more valuable fish(he-
rring, flounders ) the small merchants transported over the coastal
zone of the mainland up to the TelSiai on the horse carts or slides
and golg for the populatién(chiefly jewish one) . Their profit was
,tﬁé:2§? Béiind the 70 km coastal zdine, the raw fish wés not sold
by those merchants. In summer was the sale slow. |
The fish industry was poor one, In éventoji were few small smoke

eel, xmprkak spratt

houses, which smoked herrings , cod and flounder . There were
no serious ice houses and the fishes had to be sold or worked out
quickly. M ? /-
In Kldpeda was a gouvernment controlled fishery establishment, Jwmme
by deletamts(not profesionals) which had a smoke house and an old
fashioned 1ce house. The production of all those smoke houses was

poor and not attractive. It was bought only by the poor population

and jews,
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The fishermen, who used gouvernment built motor boats, had to
deliver the production to the gouvernmental institution "Zuvies Co:}
in Kldpeda, which had a brahch in Svenbojie. ’

Generally the deﬁand on fish was in the country pretty high,

but it Was not for sea fishes of own production., The taste of the
average man was for lake anfl river fishes(fresh water ones). The
market was wery poorely organized and was not Xk dependable. lMuch
spoiled and falsed fish come to it . The population was wery distrust-
full and the fish market in Lithuania has switched to the alilve
fishes, which were very expensive,

The sea fish p;oduction as raw and as proceeded (smoked, salted ect)
was poor, not attractive with bad smell, The mainland didn't buy

it willingly. To support the sale of the sea fish production, gou-
vernment had tried to force some institutions to buy this éne. Tﬂus
in army, dormator ies, prisons was introduced a "Sea food day'", which
collapsed on the Sea fish risés. stvikes

The gouvernment put some efforts to establish better smoke houses,
even canning, but it was just in projects.

Besides of the smoking houses, some fried fish production(lampreys),
there were few canning shpps with a low:canned fish production,
Y:iﬁ? wor%sd mos t{z@xﬁfh&&“gorted(from L tvia) fish, chiefly spratt.
The most looked and best paid was the salmon, which was very rare
and was aubject to export. It was smoked,

The next valuable fish for the canning industry was the herring
It was very popular and sold as much as raw, smoked and canned under
various titels and under the names of others valuable fishes. The
baltic herring is small and therefore fits'very good to the canned
products and to imitations of other fishes. The catches were itrre-

gular and sometimes 1t was even imported from Latvii}&
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producen
In Lithuania were zmraume® every year in average 2X 2.500,000

kg of fish meat, of which about X, 1.000.000 of the sea waters.
and 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 in the fresh wabers. Besides of its

own production about 0.8 =1.0 kg per capith and an year, the 1li-
thuanlan population consumed every year sbout 11.500.000 kg

of (Chiefly) salted herrings from England. Thus a man , an year
consumpion of imported fish was about 5 kg , or five times higher
as of own fish,

An other very important product of canning industry was spratt.
It was eagerly looked and good paid. The spratt went as a smoked
fish in delicattesen oil.of 0.5 and 0,25 kg. size cans. The raw
stuff was mainly imported from Latvia and rarely catched by the
éventoji fishermen, because the spratt flocks approache @he lithue-
ﬁian coast iiregularely. It appears just in winter (end) when the
fishing is very hasardous. .

The lamprey was very looked fish, which came as fried one in a
special grave,

The flounders were usually smoked and thus sold all around the
country. Same was with the eel.

The most troubles made the chief sea fish -the cod. He has a not
pleasant odor and therefore consumed just by the sea coast popu-
lation. It comes as salted and as smoked fish., The smoked fish
had & limited demand in the main land, but the salted and raw one
were very hard to sell., It was tried to force some institutions

to consume the cod(see pg. 158)but the attempts failed,

In proper Lithuania were 2 small canning shops, which preceeded

the Rkxk canned fish. They consumed for its production chiefly
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of
vegetables and the fish canning was the secondary importance.

In 1939 this fish canning industry has consumed 44.000 kg of raw
baltic herring, 51.000 kg of fresh water fishes and 17.000 kg of dil.,

For smoking and canning industry were used thiese fishes:

60 % of herring catch, 70 % of lamprey
1006 of spratt 60 % of cod.

100 % of salmon

The remnants went as raw fish for sale,

14, The Sventoji fishery in the first russsian occupanxxtion.
1940 1941

a. Reorganisation of the fisﬁery.

The first russian occupation lasted only one year, In 1941 the ger-
mans have drove them back.

After russian invided Lithuania, they started at once to reorgari-
ze all economic life according to the their principles. Same was
with the fisheries, Since first days of their rule, they have trans-
fered the all Sventoji fishery port to the special orfganization,
established in Riga (Latvia), which was mxX¥=m& a branch of Narkom-
morflot or The people Komisariat of the marine Fleet,

The branch of this Komisariat was in Riga an;n:u/: by the latvians.
Latvians all time were very disguested over the construction of
the Sventogi fishery port, which in 19%9 was started to be rebuilt
to a commercial one, Now they were the bosses of it and xk their
first step was to close the port, to block it with the stones as

a unrentable one. There were many efforts made by the lithuanian

officials and institutions to regain this port back from latvian

supervision and in march 1941 it was again won %Q’lithuanians.
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Ti1l march 1941 the fishermen of Sventoji and the port were admi-
nistrated by latvians from Riga aﬂd lithuanian institutions had
nothing to do with them . The fishermen fished as usually and sold
the production as before for the merchants. Since march 1941 it came
under the administration of the lithuanian People Komisariat of Food
Industry (branch of fishery).

The system of communist administrated fishery was entirely centra-
lised and socialized.The producers were organized to cooperatives,
which made a prelude to the rybakkolkhozes. The switch from capi-
ta;istic system to socialistic one was slow, painfull and trouble-
some, In the main land, the fresh water fishermen were easy to or-
ga nize to the cooperativesiy because they got the from the former
owner and renters the expropriated equipment (nets, boots, other
installations). With the sea fishers was the matter different. They
didn't obey the 1laws and recomendations of the new fishery admini-
stration and refwsed to give up their quioment voluntarelly. Just
the former gouvernment built motor boats became state property and
the fishefmen had to perform the fishing aga inst set , low prices.
The rest resdsted the attempts to drive them into cooperatives.
Some pressure was used and the state stores of the motor fuel reﬂu-.
sed to sell fuel to them, who didn't want to jont cooperatives.

But the poor fishermen went almost all to the old system of fishing
direct from the beach on the small sail boats, They have lived pre-
tty good, because the demand for fish arouse rapidly and the taste
of the population, lacking many food types, chaﬁged consoderably.

In this éhuation found the new war (Germans moved in Lithuania in
summer 1941) the fishery of Sventoji.

The war was sudden., The rus;ian run away very quickly, without

to hurt the port installations or to deport the populations. Thus
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the situation in the Sventoji area remained without big changes

compared with the prewar period.

In the geografy of the port there were no changes in this period.
The same way the gates were cleared from the drift sand and the
motor boats went for fishing, which was pretty lucky. So in 6 months
they have catched as much as usualy tﬁey got before during a whole
year, it means 800,000, The same port administration remained. The
leaders of it were in june 1941 deported to Siberia.

Among the port workers and fishers communists tried to organize

the communist organisations,activists ect. Among curonian fisher-
men they had no smcces,.

In march 1941 the german and sovier Russias gouvernment have ex-
changed the population. The german people and the people who were
german origin could go to Germany and the slavs and lithuanians
fromﬁierman ﬁccupied and ruled areas to Russia,. %his was a blg chance
for many non germans to escape from occupied Lithuania. Curonians
, who were of protestant fight, had a chance to go also, but they
remained in Sventoji., HRXERS

The communis% gouvernment in Sventoji projected to construct the

. fertilexf
new big fish cannig (Ehd liver oil plant for 2.5 mil of russian

rublés, with a capacity of 3-4,000.000 kg. of fish

The water breaks were proposed to extend and was foreseen 1.5 mil.
rubles for this work. Thej ir goal was 4 metres depth at the outhr
gate.. They also proposed to construct Kk 8 motor boats .per one
yeqr and to comlete the unfinished ones,There were many minor

items projected , but the lack on essential goods Rmmmmk didn't
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zx® allow even to strat those works. All it remained on the project
powen , LK

Some reinforcment of the river banks and the fixing of the water
breaks were made, but it was all very 1little., The fishermen had the
same trobles with the going for sea and to come thrru the gates with
lthe catch, It was prolonged some the e *stern qual in the back harbour

"K" (see pg 101,102,103).

IR XTHEX RERXBAXAR XRERAAR X EE AU AKXER .15, The coast defence 1940-1941
The russians strenghtenet the coast guard wery considerably,., Genera-
1ly it was flforbidden to enter the coast at non allowed places. Just
few spots on the coast were foreseen to land for the fisher sail
boafs and there established the special barracks for russian guard.
There were no special instalations or fortifications, even no mines
laid down into ground. The guard was abundand s vVery alert, and
used the watch dogs. Iy was very stricktly controlled and checked.
The fishermen going to fish were inspected, as it was dene if they
used to ceme Dback,

The Sventoji was just few kilometers from the German border and
theréfore very disposed. Russians acted here very silent and dldnt
bother the population to much. They liked to avoid much rumors ,

G

which could go to the “ermany and to the all world,

16. The -situation in the Sventoji in theperiod of the german occu-
pation 1941-1944,
There were no big changes in Sventoji after russians went away and

the german came in. Remained all sysstem, which the russians esta-

blished in Lithuanla one year beéfore, just the administration was
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newly restored, the communist organisations removed some persons
arrested., The coast guard was completed of few german soldiers,
which have established here the radio station. They vontrolled the
pgoing to fish fishermen, The other duties were fullfilled by the
lithuanian officials, who were in charge of the german economical
organisations. They sold very restricted fuel and took the cathhes
for the "Zuvies CO", which sold it for army and some for populationm.
The prices set for the production were set very low ones and there-
fore the sea fish was abundant on the black market around the co,<%
The former private industrial enterprises , as it was allready at
communist time, were kept by the german organization as the state
propertye. The situation in the port was bad, the drift sand stae-
d¥ly blocked the gates.

In 1944, when the germans were defeted and withdrew on the Nemunas
line, many curonians , especlally owning bigger motor boats, star-
ted to smuggle the lithuanian intelectuals, which didnt't want to
stay under new russlan occupation and didn't want to go for Ge many.
Thus many lithuanains appeared in Sweden. Sone curonians remal-ned
in Sweden also, just the motor boats as russian state property

sweds returned to russianse.

In the mainland in this p eriod the sea fish was not available on

the legal or black markete.
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PART V., THE TOWN OF SVENTOJI.
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1. The situation in the 1918-1925, and 1925-1940.

Tt was not much difiference in the geography of this area which
was in 1916 and in the mentioned period. It is shown on the a
map attached here pg. 167

During the next periode of 1925-1940 a small fishery port was
bullt up, few brick and block house cdnstructions constructed

In this time were constructed: _

a. Maitenance shop to keep there tools and materials for water
break construction. On the pg 168 it is shown under # 40.1t is

as large as 10 x14 x 3 m. Lumber construction, shingge roof,
painted red with the swedieh paint. Picture in Technika 1933

pg 177.

Rirexkmexx

& The ice house.

Tt shown under # 39 on the pg 168. Its picture is shown in Tech-
nika , pg 177. It is a combination of lumber and block house
construction, with a shingle roof. It size about 6x6x2.7 m.

The capacity of block ice, &mksm cut from the ice cover of
Sventoji river, about 100 cub. metres. The digging out in the
;oil 0,7 m. deep.The insulation stuff is saw dust. The thickness
of the insulation walls 0.65 m. Its picture in winter is shown here

on the pg. 82.

u

&. In early thirties was constructed a fisher boat-"kutter" con-

struction shop. A lumber construction. Practically no heating there.
and 170

Shingle roof. Picture pg 169. There warz used to be constructed

4 kutters annualy: 7-8 m, long and 2.5 -3 m wide.if loaded of

1.0 t0 1.5 m., of sinking.It is shown on the pg 168 under # 38,

The pictures on the pg 171 and 172 show the type of the workers
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="_SIBAS -~ BUTINGE~_ROAD

BALTIC

SEA

45

55 MAP OF THE DESIGNATION
OF THE CONSTRUCTIONS
IN THE PORT & TOWN OF
SVENTOJI- 1944

SCALE 1":=1 6 MILE: 880"
(SEE KEY ON THE PP. )
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4

Inside of the motor boat construction shop in Sventoji

in 1938,
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55
Inside of the motor boat construction shop in Sventoji

1938,
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5& The launch of a newly constructed motor boat

in Sventoji fishery port. 1938
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5‘7 Lithuanian workers of the motor boat construction

shop in Sventoji ,1938
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, working there and theib used tools.

Both of the constructions are put on the dunes, above the

reach of the high water level in the Sventoji river.

d,. On the island tsee map 168 pg. undeér #4@ was constructed in
early thirtiegythe semi-gouvernmental enterprice "Zuvies B-vé"
a lumber smoke house of the size of the maitenance house , see pg
166, p. a.Wooden shingle roof, painted red. It is visible on the

nicture on the pg. 171(a lower construction at right)

e. On the same island, see pg 168 under 47#, was constructed in
early thirties a block house, belonging to the same "Zuvies Ben-

drové', where were established an office, reatauratt and a store

This double construction(main construction with an appendix)
had a shingle roof, painted red, It was 14 m. long and 9 m, wide,
There was a seat of the border police some time.(few men)

This cénstruction is visible on the pg.l71 left.

f. On the same island were constructed also cssse maitenance

lumbern shops , shingle roofed to serve the terminal station at
this spot of the narrow gauge rail road.They are showed dn pg 168

under ;5 48 and 49.

2. The roads.

ax The net of the o0ld roads and their character is visible on the
map on the‘pg.167.The v all were simple dirt roads, which in de-
pressions had very primitive block bridges. They were sub ject to
be overflooded if the water rised inléventoji. They were sulted

to carry just horse carts, and even empty carts sometimes

required 2-3 horses to be pulled out of the dirt,
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In early thirties the administration of the fishery port begun
to improve themy and sog% of .them pretty considerable. The old
net remained also in the thirties and even in 1944, just one new
short ave was built, it the "Fisher Road ,pg 168 here ,Generally
a1l the dirt roads around Sventoji were improved either litlle or
more seriously. In most of"cases the roads were strenghtened with
a lyier of haevy clay,and than solidly graveled. Thus they got
passable even in long rainy weather. Surely for the horse cartse.
onlye.

The Town of éventoji'was just in project. It remained till 1844
still a villége , belonging to the township of Palanga.There was
no church, no sewer, no XXRRXREZ proper water, no electricity .
Besides of pretty an good new brick sbhool, there were no other
cultural institution available., The streets were unpaved, just gra-
veled.

The border of the future town of Sventoji, showmn on pg 16€ are

practicall but not official ones.”

a. The most important road in this area , conneeting the port

of Sventoji with the main land is the MAIN ROAD+) It bounds
the port with the highway Liepaya- Kld_peda, and by mean of the

seriously graveled wide public road Highway-Darbénai.It was re-
constructed , elevated and new Wooden bridge constructed over

rivulet, flowing from the swamps in the stuth . (see pg 70 and

71). and #6177,

-) The streets in port of éventoji were not named,the names given

here are those, which the population names them practically.

~
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#41
b. The PORT ROAD $ses pg 168) is graveled one , 5 m wide, lea-

ding to the quai (western), maitenance shop and motor boat cons-
truction shop and to the southern water break.

At the beginning of the road there was proposed a terminal sta-
tion "Sventoji", of .a normal gauge rall road (#52 on pg 168). It
ended at the northern end of the western quai of the fishery har-

bour (#41, pg 168). It was about 300 m. lomge.

c.THE RIVER BANK RbAD(see pg 168) lead from the terminal statipn
of th%proposed normah gauge raii.road to the center of thelpro-
posed town of Sventoji.It was of the same structure as the Port

Road. In the fﬁture it supposed to be the bussiest road-street in

this area with much dommercial trafic.(canning industry see pg 168

#51)

d. THE SHOKE HOUSE ROAD connected the Sventoji Island with the
main landThe first designation of this“road was'to serve the

smoke house on the island and after there wgs established a
terminal station of narrow gauge rall road, to sérve it too. It

was about 3 m wide and not specially good maintained.

e. THE FISHER ROAD (see pg 168) was constructed entirely newly.
It was 5 m. wide and properly graveled. Tt was about 230 m. dlong
and served the new built cottages of the fishermene.(see # 24=27

pge 168 here)
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£, THE RESORT ROAD, (see pg 168)

It was projecfed that the northern area around Sventoji has

to he a commercial one, and the southern a feso;t area, A scotch
pine (Pinus sylvestris) bark was grounded (see pg 83) about 7 hectars
large. 1f it kmxnwas not destroyed during the autumn operations of
1944, so it could be about 25 years old. This park separated thé
commercial portion of the area from the resort area. The existing
road was graveled,widened and improved. Alongside there were con-

structed modern (relatively) brick cotteges(see below).

g. The market &% plaza.

There was projected a plaza, Whiéh should make the center of the
town and where were proj ected and partially constructed the
neceséary constructions: hotels, bamk, stores, churches ecte
Here was projected to be bored a deep‘artesial well to secure

the area with proper water. .

3. The brick constructions in port Sventoji.

They were constructed by the gouverﬂmental bank "Zemds Bankas"

and sold on the fishermen, especially on thosé, whé has jolned the
gouvernmental fishery in this port. on the gouvernment constructed
motor boats. The conditions were easy to pay in a long term(20 wears)
‘Some of them wepe constructed for thg purpose of port administra-
tion, some of them were of commercial (hotel, bank), others of cultu-
ral imﬁortance(school). The cottages and house were the only mo-

" dern construction in a wide viccinity. Roofing was of stone tiles

(red ones). The walls inside and outside were plastered with stucceo

mortar. The construction m aterial was proper Onée

The electricity lacked and the lighting was provided by the kerosene
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Only in the light tower was in use the acetilen light. Every
two construction, some every one had the wells, made by the
cement tubes. They were l.5 to 2 me deep..

Primitive lumber shanty type toilets were constructed over the
simple dug out hole. They were located on the back side of the
wooden sheds at the fishermen house or of the brick garages at
'the resort type wottages.

a. On the market was constructed one two stories brick, where
was a hotel, cooperative store, a small bank-a savimgs and loan
assosiation, police station. It was some 13x15x5.4 m. (see pg
168, # 20) |

houses at the Main road (see pg 168 #53-55

b. The fishermen wkk}agmxmkxkhmxRishaxy Rmad weseconstructed =mf as
brick houses of a georgian type. They had a second store under
the roof (see pg 178 )They were small:9x12x5.2 m. There lived
two families in each of the zgiiehouses. In the back yard we=
re constructed wooden shanties-shedse. |

c. In the Fisher Riig.fdshefmen village were construéted four
prolonged, one storek‘brick houses of the size:8x16x2.7 m.

(see pg 168, # 24-27)"

d. Kb the REsort Road were constructed few two store cottages
(see pg 83, 123) and pg 168 under ##56,58, 59 and 60)

e. A two story brick was constructed at the same road as’'a

grammar school. It was 18x12x6 m. (see pg 168, under #61)

4, Miscalleneous about Sventoji.
In 1939 there were in Sventoji érkelephone aparatus

1 Post égency,z. Border police station,3 Township police station

4, Port administration and S. Zemes Bankas conrraqtor.'

i) Lietuvos teléfong knyga 1939.
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L4

5@? The Main Road north of the town market with the new
brick cottages, 1939
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In the borders, shown on the pg 168 here , in 1944 lived about
250-270 inhabitants(officials,fdshermen and workers with their

families)All town constructions have counted as many as 30.

5. The key to the map of desktgnation X88% (pg 168 here)

1,2,3,4 The farm steads of fishermen of Sibas.,
S Salvation station.
6. Wooden pile bridge  over new bed of Sventoji

river serving the narrow gauge rail road.

7. New bed of Sventoji

8 New woodplle bridge.

9 Fisher house

10 Water stand reglstration station

11, Meteorologic station

12. The border guard barfacks of the cgzar period

13, 14,15 Fisher houses

16 Narrow gauge rall road

17, 18 - Fisher houses

19 Market plaza

20 Two story brick with the seat of the fisher coo-

perative, bank and postal agency and store
21 0ld wooden restaurant and hotel

22Proposed ,rtesian well

23 Fisher block house

24 =27 ~ %¥X New one story bricks (two flats)
28,29 01d wooden fisher houses

30 New two story brick
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Ligth tower

northern water breék

Outer gate

Nobthern mole of interior gate

Interior gate A

Southern w,ter break :

Southern mole of the interior gate

Motor boat manufacturing shop

Ice house

Maitenance shop

Western quai off the fishery harbour

Eastern quay of the fishery harbour

Field stone reinforcement of the river bank
(left out)

Signplization station

Smoke house

Store, office of the "Zuvies bendrove", police
station ”

Restaurant

lgitenance shanty(shop)

Eastern quay under construcﬁion in 19381940
Proposed fish canning plant |
Proposed terminal station of the normal gauge
rail road "Sventoji"

Two story‘bricks

New two story cottages for resort purposes.

In one of them was the office of the port admi-

nistration(58)

F{sher block house

Two story brick schotl.
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PART VI. PRESENT SITUATNW IN SVENTOJI.
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THE PRESENT SITUATION IN SVENTOJI

1, Sources.

.o The soviet press gives about fishery economy in Lithuania
pretty good informations, they are more abundant as those
over other economy fields there. Anyway over the fishery in
Sventoji the informations in the soviet press are very scar-
;e and many of those were not available to the author.

Some informations were taken from the lithuanian emigrant
press, unless the xRk wishfull thinking of the informators
sometimes could give wrohg or misleading ones.
Informations of the all Sides indicate that the Sventoji fi-
shefy port was abandoned for long time and that "the fishery
there was renewed again just about ;;ggt and only at small
scale®). The reasons why it came were not to find and could
be supposed that the port installations were idle beamise of
the damages caused by the hattles in this area in the au-
tumn of 1944 and of the big masses of the drift sand, which
has blocked the cqastal waters with sand ta nks. A
Generally should be sald here that the author in many eses

put here his speculations and suppositions, because of in-

adequate informations.

%) K.Bieliukas, Litovskaya SSR.1955, pg 362.

W
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2. THE PRESENT NAME OF SVENTOJI.
In russian éventoji fishéry port is known under the name of
"Sventoji Primorskaja". The native vessels are marked in

o " “UJ Bl'
russian transcription " :

3. THE TOPOGRAPHY OF SVENTOJI AREA

Because of the big ma;ses of the drift sand, brought over
there during 1940-~1944, the contour lines of the bottom
supposed have lost their smooth and parralel direction and

now have to make a widé loop around the waterbreaks., The
beach should be much larger as it was before., )

Regarding the sand dunes, so there supposed'to be no changes,
just the question is about the reforestation of them .« SO
since 1925 there were planted scotch pine' plantations, which
were pretty succesfull and when they are not destroyed by

the war(the battle line there lasted from end of the Sep-
tember to the middle of february 1944-1945), so they could
form now a pine stand of 25 years old.

The battles iIn 1945 (february) on the Curonian peninsula
entirely destroyed the forests and dune sand reinforcement
and the restoration of this area will require hundrets of
yearsitt) .

The sahd dunes region is a first line of the coastal defence

of russsans., One kilometr wide coastal stripe is a zone, where

%) K. B ¢liukas. Litovskaya SSR.1955 , pg 348
) Musy Girios" 1957, Vilnius, #3.
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nobody can enter. It could be guessed that this stripe is

mined , as usually the border strips, situafed closest to the

3

(A

border. The nowadays lithuanian (soviet) foresters «eit)

qomplain over the planting on the Curonian peninsula, but
nothl%)say over the necessity to do so in the area around
éventoji.
égnerally,tthe new economy system, which has expropriate
the private land property, has to cause the increase of -
" the bush areas, especially inthe moist areas. Thus the
swampy peat bog, méadow and pasture areas shoud now'look
more bushy, as it was before, because they have no more
owners, who were allways interested to keep bushes down and
to win more usefull land.Now the 0.6 ha large land areas
‘are left to the former owners, around their living and far-/
ming structures, to have a garden and some pasture for their
domestic animals. The remnant area is -a property of the state
and 1s cultivate by specialF;;;;IEE;;;;g\éggiglifggj like
kolkhozes, sovkhozes ect, The arable areas around the Sven-
toji are extremely poor and it 1s very doubtfull that tﬁgre
"is a intensive cultivation of the 1land. The close marine
border, the nesessary fortifications and instalations have
to bother the agriculture very much and therefore, supposin-
gly the arabele plaines as much as the moist depressions
(peat bogs, meadows and pastures) should be covered with a

most dense cover of bushes ag?t was before war, i)

#) Naujénos , 1958, #40. Pabaltijo kraStai....

\

%) Supposition of author.
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The mentioned bushes should be not dense, because the
thickes assortment supposed to be taken out by the native
population as fuel material, The bushes supposed to be used
for this purpose very sharply, because the fuel assignments
to native populayion from the state forest is negligible.
Thus 1in the all fuel economy of the soviet Lithuania

%gz gk peat fuel have to cover &éo%%of the demand.¥) which
kas® to be produced,by the population itself. About 10 %
were covered by the from polish Silesia imported mine cole
and 50% by the assignments from the state forests. The state
forests are overcut (just 7% of ripe stands, cchiefly in
far from the populated spbts located swampy forests)and

can deliver just the material of thinnings and cleanings
of the young stands. Thus the peat bog exploatation is pre-
tty forced and the peat bogs along the Ba}tic shores should
be exploited very muche. The area of thezgﬁﬁ%ﬁ’filled( oles
and areas in this area should be increasing. )

The forests, as mentioned above ' are overcut in all country
and in the area around éventoji with a high rate of popula-
tion and very high demand on wood fuel,they were exhausted
allready béfore the war, Now there are around only dense
young pine stands, with some areas of young black alder

"thiskets in depressions.Among the dense young pine stands

there are abundand thickets of grown up young stands, which

%) Naujenos, 1957, #177
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average thickness is about 15 and some 20 cm ( 6! and 8%)

Those stands are usually 1Q-1aJm. high (33 -401)

The forests are pretty dense, as usually the young stands are
They have to ‘be thinned ehd cleaned very intensively, espe-
cially in autumn and winter.,

There are indications,*) that the forests east of éventoji

are prohibited to enter to the population and tha% there are
stationed some russian army formations. Becaﬁseoihe high water
table over all coastal strip up to the forest line, there are
not possible some more serious fortifications and constructions
and therefore it is very possible thet they are established |
in the forests themselves,=F)

The roads have lerned some changes, especially the important
highway connection between Liepaya and Klaipeda, whicﬁ runs
thru the éventoji,area.

In 1944 (autumn and summer) mmRxxfehkrrxryzxafxt2% the active
battle front came to Lithuania. The haevy new type tanks of
russians almost entirely destroyed the weak pavement of these
lithuanian highwaysiss) 2 especially on the turning points.

Thé exlsting bridges got to weak to carry haevy equipmenﬁ
Many bridges were blown up , the wooden-burned down. The russians
facéd very ernest problem of the ruined highways after war in
Lithuania. Just the most importamtm strategic highways were

restored, reconstructed and new bridges biailt. Among them was

reconstructed, widened and reinforced the highway mameinrg

%) Naujenos Dec. 14, 1956
%) Supposition of theauthor
witk) See construction of the lithuanian highways pg 69
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(;S»uxabild

passing the Bventoji area. *)  Tne pavement got the bituminous™>

surface. Supposingly:i) the highway bridge in Butinge over Sv entoji
river is rebuilt. | i

The local‘foads supposed to be in even worse condition as before

war,

The normal gauge rail road, proposed in 19?9, which was under zon-
struction till 1940, is not mentioned in the soviet sources and is
not marked on the soviet maps. Some informations indicate thatec)

in éventoji is working new built fish canning plant (soviet inform
it ;lso) and that there are preparations made the finish the con-

struction of the normal gauge rail road. . It is very possiblesittitk)

since the communist gouvernment rees the fishery port in Sventoji

and a fish canning plant.

4, THE BALTIC SEA.
. The Baltlc sea to be staedy in slight changes, which are of no

importance to the navigation or the fishery. Thusfise:)
The trend of those changes are ysome warming up of the Baltik sea

water and 2) slight increase of the salinity ,3) appearance in the

of newxxmarz species of fishes, which like more warm water as it

was before in the Baltic

%) K. Bleliukas. Litovskaya SSR, 1955, hg 183,347,360

%3¢) Author _
SesEsE ) Naujénos 1956, s#3=¢3¢) Author.. +witie)Information obtained from

capltan at sea Brakas, living at present in Kobenhavn, Danmark. Author.
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5. THE PRESENT POPULATION AND THEIR STATE OF MIND

The compound of the population has changed in Sventoji very consi-

derably. %) Thus there are indications that some entire villages

were destroyed and their inhabitants moved from therew#) my. pq._

shermen population seems to be transfered from the idle fishery
port of Sventoai to the Smelte, near Kld peda, where after the war
was set a big flshery fleet bassin. An other since end of war exis-
ting sea fishery base (fishing directly from the sea beach, was
established tn the Curonian peninsula opposite to fisher village Nida
where the curdnian fishermen could be translocated and than after
1955 moved again to Sventogi. 3 )

The fishery is now 1n soviet Lithuania one the best paid Jobs and
there are meny applicants for fishermen not omly among former

sea fisher, but among the ffesh wéter fishers and even volunteers
from proper Russia.

Now, when the native fishers could not *form owWn crews Qf the fi-
sher motor boats, they have to obey the communist rules. Thus they
form crews mixed up of all nations, to éﬁoid the conspirac y and
escaping to Swedé}The mutual disagreement between native and starnge
(russians) nations form the distrustfull air, which is the goal of
the communist gouvernment.

The russians suppose to penetrate the fishery economy very haevily,
especially they supposed to setle dense on the. coast of the Baltic
sea. They help to controll the other mnationaly groups. The communist
controll in this field supposed(to-be complete.

The soviet gouvernment runs two sea schools, in one is foreed

3t) Neprdklausomoji Lietuva, Tobonto, 1951
*%) Case of Lazdininkai, Naujénos 12,14.1956

%) Supposition of author
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fishery. There are admitted young people who are entirely loyal

to yhe wommunist system. If the ptudents are not all of them co-

mmunists, re they choosen from poorest. poppulation, which
M H o-r'Z et lon

was aé%way-s(indifferent. and not (d‘é\‘ﬁ:g?ms to The communists, Those
professionals in most cases are the fishery economy leaders, ca-

pitans and officials and along with them are the ears and the eyes

of the gouvernment.

The older mass of the population is not organised, even more= watched

ove%by the communist officlals,is politically impotent and indiferent

any of the flshermennnjowvea more moi'l.se%'”a:ﬂs’b»f;iirejzji"iue‘pec:L('"0(,:;“—(
iscontent&not believable. $ /‘/‘/’3";{;9”’:‘;;‘:’7(;/’7{ 6‘ :.r .;”:,,
Population, supposed to live in old wooden structures, and like other

kolk hozniks , keeping some domestic animals to support their exis-

tence, They should be in bad shape, because of lack on necessary ma-

terial (lumber, blocks,bricks ect.)

The dressing of the people and a gormon outlook should be poor.

The clothes should be strongly worn out.
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6. COASTAL GUARD AND DEFENCE.

Thies matters are the author not known well and here put are some
informations, taken from the emigrant press.

The éventoji area, the coast between Klaipeda and the Papes lake in
Latvia i{s the most vulnerable spot in the russian defence system. Here
is the only festland , which can be easier invided, compared it with
the coast south(Curonian penisula and Bay of Curonia)and north (the
swampy areas of Latvie there) and therefore it is natural, that russians
should guard and fortificate 1t seriously. The prohibited zones

along the coast in Sventoji area, lack of informations about 1%, the
military.formations”in the forests east of the Svento ji indiwate that
russians guard the area tightly. In the same tiée the Curonian penin-
sula has no restriction of this type, and there are possible even. a
reforestation of the dunes.

The headquater of the coastal guard is located in Palangas) On the
coast are constructed watch towers and a telephon ccnnection.

The guard 1s formed of memm® several guard lines, checked and contro

1led very tightly. The border guard uses watch dogs.

7. THE PRESENT STAND OF THE FISHERY IN SVENTOJI.

It was said that the bventoai fishery port was long time idle, because
of the sand drift banks and possible destructions during the war.

In ;32% the port was active, but only on.a small scale. The native
fisher population seems was moved to Nida or Kk ipeday where the sea
fishery was organized since end 2;4isﬁt war., In 1951~ 195%ké;em —

of _ 284
Nida sea fishery base were—bransfersd-—6o Svent031 19 trawl and 40

s+) GriSmanguskas., Tolimieji kvadratai.
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I éventoji since than is working a MTS (Motor-tractor station) which
ren%s the Boats to the fishery collectlve "Zuvedra" .The repair shop
is available just in Kla pedas) . It seems éﬁat in évenﬁoji is no more
a motor boat manufacturing shop.There is construct;d a new ilce house
(supposed to be g% more serious construction as it was before) and

a new fish canning plant constructed¥)

There &se fishing. about 100-150 motor boats and trawl boats with
about 300-400 ?;gigimen . The type of the fishery supposed to be
‘a coastal one, in the fartest distance of 150 lmei=#+) pecause of
the small size of the motor boats, which motor power supposingly 4s
not much higher as before the war wzx it was. lost of them are all-
ready old vessels, and requirgéng staedy repairs.
The fish canning plant supposingly(author) is figured eut for the
raw fish production of 2.5 to 3.0 mil kg . Along with the fish meat
canning.there are installations to make fertilizer, fish glue and
cod oil. Supposingly(Author) the production ihas to be: 30%% of
fish meat and 60 %% of fertilizers.(smelt and cod remainders).
Nothing known about iodine production. .
The basic fish is still cod. The catches of herring(baltic) salmon and
spratt are in declining. Soviet sources dén't mention the flounders in
the annualy catches.
Tt looks that the coastal waters are used very intensivelly and that
the natural resources are overfished. It was started to catch new
species, which former were not in wide use, so now is catched the

sargan-the sea pike Belone acus euxinisiek)

%) Sovetskaya Litva 253, 1952

#i) K, Bleliukas, Litovaskaya SSR.L955 ,362.
#3+:) Supposition of the aué&or :

¥xEo@ gk iakanx xRk kawakagax RARx xkAF& ) Sovietskaya Litva 219,1952
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spring
The same sources claim 20 regular trips' in summer and HWKMXK and 40

@ trips (per boat) in autumn and winter.Summer trip 6-7 days, winter-2-3 days.
The soviet sources claim the new advanced catch technik, even is in

use the electric light as lure.Thus now are in use the new type of

nets: trawl net of 500 m. lenghh, and even 800 m, (300 m. length used

" before). Some new installations allow to fish at storms of 7 balls

strong (15 m/sec. ). There supposed to be fin use special stationary

nets of.SOO m., of length and special trawl nets to catch baltic herrig

and salmon.

Tye fisher fish under the eyes of the coast guard ships and it is

not allowed to go to far,
The catch norms put on the individual motor boat or a trawl boat are

high and the fishermen have to work very hard. The catches are deli-

of
vered to the gouvernmental fish bases, wich one is located in Sven-
@® :oyi.
The retail prices of the fish in the state stores are high 5 to 10
' 30%

rubles a kg. The fishermen get about 40% of the price in the vre-
tall stores. The fish pilfering is common. Black market is existing.
The fish as food product, unless the catches arouse almost 15 times
compared with the 1938, fs scarce. |
H s woasy wibly Lhat The Lotk oulen waler $uats
VA w/,_ée,M by
aNne (’.Ju[& Aeol an 29 s o /5/0/173' .
y /9Y0 ( Lee /7L€7°

/@L"/ M m ZZV (- 0/ Z: Wa—&e &M}

' & olos hed &4 “dconz
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